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Ferngrove brings home top honours with 97 points  
at the 2026 Decanter World Wine Awards 

 
This groundbreaking red wine Best in Show medal featured all-time classics as well as some unexpected 
newcomers, with only 50 wines out of nearly 17,000 entries spanning ten countries earning Decanter 
World Wine Awards’ highest honour of being chosen in the Top Fifty. 
 
With a red-wine focus on Shiraz, Ferngrove’s Orchid Collection, Dragon Shiraz 2023 is the first Western 
Australian wine from outside the Margaret River region to win a coveted Best in Show honour with 97 
points at the 2026 Decanter World Wine Awards. This award is something the whole region should be 
proud of, shining a light on Frankland River and the Great Southern as a wine-growing region to be taken 
note of. 
 
Frankland River cannot be deemed ‘new’ in the world of wines. The potential for winemaking was         
highlighted a full decade before that of our better-known neighbour Margaret River, and the first vineyard 
plantings in the Frankland River region were pioneered in 1967.  
 
Like Margaret River, Frankland is a cool-climate region. ‘We have warm days and very cool nights’, explains 
Ferngrove winemaker Craig Grafton. ‘This allows our grapes to ripen slowly and develop complex full      
flavours while retaining a fresh natural acidity.’ 
 
Something that sets Frankland River apart is its focus on single-vineyard wines – like this one, sourced from 
what Grafton describes as ‘our best Shiraz block, Block 11’ – part of the original plantings when the        
vineyard was established in 1998. 
 
‘Frankland River is quietly establishing itself among the world’s most compelling cool-climate landscapes’, 
Grafton believes. ‘While climate, elevation and the influence of the Southern and Indian Oceans shape our 
vineyards, it is the ancient, low-fertility soils that define our wines. These soils naturally limit yields and 
produce smaller berries with concentrated flavour. The result is wines of purity, balance and structure that 
express the character of Frankland River.’ 
 
Managing Director Andrew Blythe, said ‘the groundbreaking accolade         
represents years of dedicated teamwork behind the scenes.’  
 
‘More importantly, the trophy serves as a proud tribute to generations of  
local growers, winemakers, and regional pioneers who have long championed 
the potential of the Great Southern wine landscape.’ 
 
Move over Margaret River, Frankland has arrived. 
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Local Youth Takes Her Voice to Parliament 
 

Tabitha Lawson joins 51 young people to debate bills 
during Youth Parliament camp 

 
Local resident Tabitha Lawson spent the second week 
of the recent school holidays taking part in a week-long 
Youth Parliament camp, joining 51 other young people 
to present and debate eight bills in a mock parliament. 
 
Participants spent three days in Parliament, where     
current ministers took turns acting as Speaker and   
overseeing debate.  
 
Discussions were spirited, well prepared and focused on 
issues affecting young people and communities across 
Western Australia. 
 
Bills debated during the week included the: 
  First Nations Culture and Economic Empowerment Bill 
  Carers and Guardians Support Bill 
  State Battery Industry Development Bill 
  Rolling-stock Overhaul and Driver Safety Bill 
  Western Australian Accommodation Crisis Bill 
  and the Fuel Infrastructure and Energy for Regional                                                          

Community Equality Bill. 
 
Tabitha contributed through the Women’s Interest 
Committee, which presented the Family Violence      
Restraining Order Reforms and Review Bill 2026. 
 
Ministers who met the Youth Members praised their 
dedication, enthusiasm and commitment to the issues 
they brought forward.  
 
Many said they were encouraged to see young people 
speaking passionately about matters affecting their own 
communities and the wider state. 
 
The group also enjoyed morning tea at Government 
House on Friday, where they met the Governor of 
Western Australia, His Excellency the Honourable Chris 

Dawson, and Mrs Darrilyn 
Dawson.  
 
Tabitha was pleased to speak with Mrs Dawson, who 
has links to the Great Southern region and has worked 
in education for many years. 
 
The week concluded with a visit to Council House, 
where participants met more dignitaries and learned 
more about political operations in Western Australia. 
 
Tabitha said she felt privileged to be part of the          
program and hopes to apply again in 2027. 
 
She also thanked Frankland Rural and MP Scott Leary 
for sponsoring her participation in Youth Parliament 
2026. 
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Rocky Gully CWA 75th Birthday 
 
Rocky Gully CWA branch celebrated their 75th birthday 
over the weekend (26th July).  
 
The ladies put together a Sunday roast lunch with a cake 
and apple crumble to follow. It was a wonderful turnout 
with ladies from the Frankland River branch and/or   
area, Denmark CWA and local Rocky Gully community 
attending, with a total of 26 altogether. A lovely number 
tucked in nicely in the newly finished renovated CWA 
house.  
 
The Denmark CWA ladies surprised Rocky Gully with a 
lovely card and hand-knitted gift to mark the occasion.  
 
There were also various certificates of acknowledge-
ment handed out thanking the businesses and volun-
teers whom have helped make the Rocky Gully CWA 
branch house what it is today.  
 
Thank you again to all those 
who attended and/or        
supported the occasion, it 
was a very enjoyable        
milestone celebration.  
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To view the plans and written information please visit -  
https://www.cranbrook.wa.gov.au/.../public-consultation.../ 
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From the Principal’s Desk 
 
A warm welcome to Term 3. I hope 
everyone enjoyed a relaxing holiday 
break and had the opportunity to 

spend time with family and friends - perhaps even 
catching some sunshine along the way! 
 
We are looking forward to another busy and exciting 
term at Frankland River Primary School. With several 
important events and learning opportunities occurring 
in the first few weeks, we have decided to publish a 
short newsletter in Week 1 to help families prepare for 
the start of term and stay informed about upcoming 
activities. 
 
A full edition of our regular newsletter will be emailed 
to families in Week 3, providing further updates,        
celebrations of student achievement, and information 
about the many exciting happenings across our school. 
 
We look forward to seeing all our students settle back 
into their learning and make the most of the               
opportunities that Term 3 will bring. 
 
On Friday 31 July, Frankland River Primary School will 
be hosting Kayleen Kerr from eSafeKids. During the 
school day, Kayleen will deliver engaging classroom  
sessions for our students. After school, she will present 
a Parent and Community Member Workshop from 4:00 
pm – 6:00 pm. 
 
While parents and carers are attending the workshop, 
students are invited to enjoy a Daytime Disco on the 
Tiger Turf, hosted by our Student Councillors. 
 
This is a FREE event, made possible through a grant 
from Amity Health, a generous donation from our   
wonderful Frankland River P&C, and additional funding 
from our school. 
 
Last year, parents identified e-safety and digital        
wellbeing as areas in which they would like further   
education and support. In response to this feedback, we 
have organised this workshop to provide practical     
information and strategies for families. Additionally, 
improving parent, staff and student understanding of    
e-safety and digital wellbeing has been identified as a 
priority within our new e-Safety and Digital Wellbeing 
Policy. 
 
Workshops such as this help to build a shared             
understanding between school and home,          
strengthening our ability to support students as they 
navigate the increasingly complex digital world safely 

and responsibly. 
 
We encourage all parents and carers to take advantage 
of this valuable opportunity. 
 
Interschool Cross Country Wrap Up 
In the second-last week of Term 2, our students       
travelled to the Cranbrook Golf Club to compete in the 
Interschool Cross Country. We were fortunate to enjoy 
favourable weather conditions, and our students      
represented Frankland River Primary School with        
determination, resilience and excellent sportsmanship. 
 
I am proud to share that our team finished second  
overall, an outstanding achievement and a reflection of 
the commitment our students showed throughout their 
training. Every student gave their best effort, running 
strongly to the finish line and striving to improve on 
their personal performances. 
 
One of my favourite aspects of our school community is 
the genuine way our students support and encourage 
one another. Throughout the day, students cheered 
enthusiastically from the sidelines, celebrating the 
efforts and achievements of every runner regardless of 
their placing. The encouragement shown as each      
student crossed the finish line was a wonderful          
example of our school values in action. 
 
Congratulations to all students who participated and 
thank you to the staff and supporters who helped make 
the day such a success. We are incredibly proud of the 
way our students represented our school. 
 
A special congratulations to the following students who 
achieved outstanding individual results at the            
Interschool Cross Country: 
Intermediate Girls 
• Elsie Corry – 3rd Place 
Senior Girls 
• Emily Haynes – 1st Place 
• Ebony Clode – 2nd Place 
Senior Boys 
• Dylan Lange – 3rd Place 
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Frankland River Auskick has officially come to an end for 
the 2026 season. Once again, we've had another       
fantastic year, with more participants than ever before 
and ongoing community support. 
 

I would like to express my deepest gratitude to our 
wonderful community for the incredible support and 
generosity shown throughout the season. 
 

A special thank you goes to the Frankland River Country 
Club and the kitchen team for hosting a fantastic end-of
-season wind-up. Thank you also to the Frankland River 
General Store for your generous donations, 
the Frankland River CRC for your valued                       
contributions, Frankland River Primary School, 
and Frankland Rural for your unwavering support 
throughout the season. 
 

Most importantly, thank you to all of our parents. Your 
encouragement, willingness to help each week, and 
support of every child are what make Auskick such a 
positive and enjoyable experience. We couldn't do it 
without you. To all of our little champions, thank you for 
your enthusiasm and determination each week. I hope 
you've had as much fun as I have. Wishing you all the 
very best for the rest of the year, and I can't wait to see 
you all back for another great season in 2027. 
 

Coach Gaz 
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We have over 50 years experience in the       
Shearing Industry and have seen it all, so we are 
very aware of how hard the farmers are doing at 
the moment, I am always available to talk with 
the farmer. 
  

In other words I do not ignore my calls! 
 

My team is reliable and get along well with the 
farmer, so it takes a lot of stress out of Shearing 
when the Contractor is available, and the farmer 
can come into his own shed and talk with the 
team and be treated with respect… 
 

We are a 1 team operation so we take care with 
the farmers sheep and have pride in our work!   

 

Gavin and Kay Willey 
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One place for information about fires, 
floods, storms, earthquakes, tsunamis, 

hazardous material incidents 
& traffic crashes. 

 

 

emergency.wa.gov.au  

Celebrating a special occasion? 
 

If you would like to send congratulations, share the 
birth of a new addition to the family, post birthday 
wishes, celebrate an engagement, wedding,         
anniversary or special achievements we would love 
to hear from you!      

 
Photographs always welcome. 

 
Email:  
 franklander@franklandrivercrc.org.au 
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Recycling 
Dates 

 
Every second  

Monday 
 
 

3 August 
 

17 August 
 

31 August 
 

14 September 

Cranbrook Community 
Men’s Shed 

 
John de Burgh 0419 957 962 

or 
Ian (Dobby) Williams 0400 612 196  

 

Our AGM will be held on 
Thursday 13th August 

at 6.00pm 

GP Clinic Dates Frankland River 
 

29th July 
 

Appointments 9821 2155 
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SHEARING 
0427 359 570 

 

P O BOX 558 
MT BARKER WA 6324 

 

CONTRACT OR COST  

 

https://www.franklandrivercrc.org.au/ 

 
www.cranbrook.wa.gov.au 

 
Next Visiting Date 

 
 
 
 
 

28th August 
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We would like to take this opportunity to extend a grateful note of 

thanks to our annual advertisers who continue to support your   

local community paper with their paid advertising; some of these 

have been with us since inception of the local rag in early 1998.  
 

This greatly assists us with production costs. Thank you all. 

Ranger Contact Number 
The Shire of Cranbrook Ranger can be contacted for 
all ranger services and queries on  
 

0499 799 133. 

 
SNAP SEND SOLVE 

 

The Snap Send Solve app is the most 
efficient way of  reporting a variety of issues 
directly to the Shire. 
 

Reportable issues include: 

• Abandoned cars or vehicles 
• Animal related issues 
• Dumped rubbish and litter or Graffiti  
• Damaged pavement and roads 
• Playground equipment 
• Fallen trees 
 

Becoming a community legend has never 
been easier!  
 
    http://www.snapsendsolve.com/  

http://www.snapsendsolve.com/?fbclid=IwAR2dopWy3riM-V5H3OYe5jQcW5WZN4C0ErYUXj7taEuCE1yNK38DwDOFjCs
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Find us on 
Facebook.com/FRiverCRC 



The Franklander    Page 23,  27 July 2026 

 
 

 

 
28 

 

29 

DOCTOR 
 

Playgroup 
 

Youth Room 
4pm - 6pm 

30 

Op Shop 9.30am 
 

Waste Station 
1:00pm - 5pm 

 
 
 

 

31 

Waste Station 
7.30 - 11.30am 

 

Online Safety & 
Digital Wellbeing 

4pm 

1 

Op Shop 
8.30am - 12.30pm 

 

 

2 

Waste Station 
7.30am - 11.30am 

 

 

3 

Recycling 
 

Waste Station 
1:00pm - 5pm 

 

Netsetgo 3.30pm 
 

Lego Club & 
Dancing 

@ CRC 4.30pm 

4 

CRC Community 
Lunch 

 

Book Club 
2pm 

 
 

5 

 Playgroup 
 

Youth Room 
4pm - 6pm 

6 
Op Shop 9.30am 

 

Nunijup Craft & 
Patchwork Group 

Tenterden 
 

Waste Station 
1:00pm - 5pm 

 
 

 

7 
Waste Station 
7.30 - 11.30am 

 

Article deadline 
 

 

8 
Op Shop 

8.30am - 12.30pm 
 

 

9 
Waste Station 

7:30am - 11:30am 
 

 

10 
Waste Station 
1:00pm - 5pm 

 

Netsetgo 3.30pm 
 

Lego Club & 
Dancing 

@ CRC 4.30pm 

11 
 

12 

Playgroup 
 

Youth Room 
4pm - 6pm 

13 
Earth Parenting 

9.30am 
 

Op Shop 9.30am 
 

Waste Station 
1:00pm - 5pm 

14 
Waste Station 
7.30 - 11.30am 

 

 

15 
Op Shop 

8.30am - 12.30pm 

 

 

16 
Waste Station 

7:30am - 11:30am 
 

Catholic Mass 3pm 

17 
Recycling 

 

Waste Station 
1:00pm - 5pm 

 

Netsetgo 3.30pm 
 

Lego Club & 
Dancing 

@ CRC 4.30pm 

18 
 

19 

Playgroup 
 

Council Meeting 
Frankland River 

3pm 
 

Youth Room 
4pm - 6pm 

 

 

20 
Op Shop 9.30am 

 

Nunijup Craft & 
Patchwork Group 

Tenterden 
 

Waste Station 
1:00pm - 5pm 

21 

Waste Station 
7.30 - 11.30am 

 

Article deadline 

22 
Op Shop 

8.30am - 12.30pm 
 

 

23 
Waste Station 

7:30am - 11:30am 
 

 

24 
Waste Station 
1:00pm - 5pm 

 

Netsetgo 3.30pm 
 

Lego Club & 
Dancing 

@ CRC 4.30pm 

25 
 

26 

Playgroup 
 

Youth Room 
4pm - 6pm 

 
 
 
 
 

27 

Op Shop 9.30am 
 

Waste Station 
1:00pm - 5pm 

28 
Waste Station 
7.30 - 11.30am 

 

Chiropractor 

29 
Op Shop 

8.30am - 12.30pm 
 

 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

J U L Y / A U G U S T  2 0 2 6  
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Frankland River Community Resource Centre 
8 Wingebellup Road 
Frankland River 6396 

 

Phone:  9855 2310 
 

Email : franklander@franklandrivercrc.org.au 

The Franklander 

EMERGENCY NUMBERS 
 

• Ambulance    000 
• Primary Number for ALL  
  Emergency Assistance  000 
 
 

• Hospital Mt Barker  9892 1222 
• Hospital Albany   9892 2222 
• Poisons Info Centre  13 11 26 
 
• Cranbrook Police   (08) 68013840 
• Crime Stoppers   1800 333 000 
 
• Fire Brigade: 
  Frankland Town  0427 552 321 
  Frankland  0458 552 271 
  Chief BFCO  0407 261 005 
 
• DFES    1300 657 209 
 
• Vet Mt Barker   9851 1177 
• Vet Kojonup   9831 1666 
 
• Southern Agcare   9842 2956 
• HACC - Mt Barker  9851 2015 

 

Church  Announcements  
  

Angl ican 
 Cranbrook:  

1st, 2nd, 3rd & 4th Sunday   10.00 am  
at St Oswalds Church 

Contact - Jan Pope 0417 981 264 
 

 Tenterden: 
On a 5th Sunday of the month 10:00 am 

at St Mildred’s Church 
 

  
           

Cranbrook Bapt is t  
 

Church Service 
10.00am   Sunday’s 

Grantham Street, Cranbrook  
 

Contact Michelle Preston 
0448 660 606 

cranbrookbaptistchurch@gmail.com 
 
 

Cathol ic  
 

    Parish Priest Fr Joeffrey Arccta OSJ 
mtbarkerparish01@gmail.com 

 
 
  

  Contacts:  
Clarissa Devine 0497 545 334 
Debbie Coole 0427 240 556 

 
Mass Times - 3rd Sunday of the month 

at the Frankland Catholic Church at 3.00pm. 
 

     All new community members warmly welcomed. 

 

TO THE  
RESIDENT 

mailto:cranbrookbaptistchurch@gmail.com
mailto:mtbarkerparish01@gmail.com

