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Why should local government bear the 
burden of GP provision? 

  

The Albanese government made changes to Medicare 

on 1st November 2025, with an eye wateringly huge  

investment of $8.5 Billion. 

 

According to the Cleanbill 2026 Blue Report*, regional 

and remote communities have seen a welcome rise in 

bulk billing rates. But for many of my constituents,     

access to a GP is still limited, out of pocket costs remain 

high, and the burden of keeping doctors in town has 

quietly shifted from the federal and state governments 

onto those least able to afford it: local governments. 

 

I have been receiving regular updates from the Local 

Government Rural Health Funding Alliance, led by six 

rural O’Connor Shires Lake Grace, Kojonup,       

Gnowangerup, Jerramungup, Ravensthorpe, and       

Narembeen who are tackling this issue head-on. 

 

The Alliance have found that across rural and remote 

WA, council spending to support GP services has risen 

from $7.8 million in 2021-22 to $9.5 million in 2024-25, 

with 91% of that funding coming from councils with 

fewer than 5,000 residents.  

 

These councils are not just topping up salaries they are 

providing housing, vehicles, clinic space, paying utility 

bills and funding administrative support simply to keep a 

doctor in town.  

 

Local governments exist to deliver roads, waste services, 

and community infrastructure - not to underwrite the 

national health system. Every dollar diverted to keeping 

a GP practice in their community is a dollar not available 

to spend on roads, rubbish or recreation. 

 

When local GP access declines, the costs do not         

disappear, they shift to ratepayers. 

 

Hospitals see increased presentations for conditions 

that should be managed in primary care. Ambulance 

services, often run by volunteers, are called on to 

transport patients vast distances to care.  

 

Families end up shouldering increasing costs of 

transport, accommodation and unpaid care. I am aware 

that many O’Connor constituents, especially older    

people are delaying or foregoing treatment altogether. 

 

The improvement in regional Medicare bulk-billing rates 

shows that targeted policy can make a difference. But 

policy success should also be judged by who is still    

paying the price? 

 

Right now, in my electorate of O’Connor, that price is 

being paid by our shire councils using up to 16% of their 

rate revenue to cover GP costs and by patients facing 

higher out of pocket costs. 

 

Regional WA deserves a health system that works by 

design, not one propped up by shire council budgets. 

Residents of O’Connor deserve so much better in the 

middle of a fuel and cost of living crisis. 

 
* Cleanbill has the objective to increase healthcare    
accessibility and have a comprehensive program of data 
collection, more details on www.cleanbill.com.au  
  
 

MR RICK WILSON MP 
FEDERAL MEMBER FOR O’CONNOR 

http://www.cleanbill.com.au
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Frankland River Winemakers 
& Grapegrowers Association 

 

Vintage Update 
 
Vintage 2026 has officially concluded across the 
Frankland River region. 
 
Producers have now bought in the final fruit,   
wrapping up a successful season marked by strong 
yields and excellent quality. 
 
It’s been a long vintage, but we are all happy with 
how the season has unfolded. 
 
Thank you for all your patience and ongoing      
support. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Frankland River Wine Association 
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Sometimes the best laid plans go out the door as was 
the case with the Cranbrook Show being cancelled due 
to weather. Congratulations must go to the organisers 
who had planned an amazing event for the community. 
You made the right call by cancelling as the weather on 
the day was just not good. 
 
Here at the Men’s Shed we had for the first time in a 
number of years enjoyed some quality time in the  
workshop making some items to sell instead of doing 
construction work. The comradery during the leadup 
was fantastic  with some of the members having a few 
laughs and enjoyment watching design concepts fail, or 
malfunction. When you get a group of blokes together, 
anything is possible. But at the end of the day, we were 
well prepared and ready to go. We intended selling 
some Toasty Tongs $1, Oven Push/Pull sticks $2 and 
Mouse Bait Stations for $5. So if you would like  any of 
these items pop into the Shed on any Thursday or     
Saturday morning between 9am and 12 midday to buy 
one. 
 
The Cranbrook Community Men’s Shed would like to 
sincerely thank the Shire of Cranbrook for the generous 
grant received . The equipment purchased with this 
grant is  already making a difference with both the 
woodwork and metalwork sections in operation creating 
some great projects. 
 
Our involvement with Anzac day continues with a hardy 
team getting up in the wee small hours to cook      
breakfast. Thanks to a marvelous team, Tony and Carl 
on the barbecue, Geof and Mal working the toasters 
and our wonderful associate members Sharon and Anne 
wrapping and serving 100 bacon and egg sandwiches to 
a very grateful community. Well done team, you are 
awesome. 
 
Now is an excellent time to consider joining the Men’s 
Shed with winter coming on, our wood fire will be   
working overtime as the Lads sit around with a hot            
cuppa enjoying some good company and lively           
conversation. You don’t need a trade and you don’t 
need to pick up a tool or do heavy work. It’s all about 
sharing a couple of hours with like minded men for the 
company and support. Why not pop in and see for  
yourself. 
 
Our shed is open every Thursday and Saturday mornings 
9.00 to 12.00. We welcome new members. Contact Mal 
– 0410 568 519 or Dobby - 0400 612 196 
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We have over 50 years experience in the Shearing 
Industry and have seen it all, so we are very 
aware of how hard the farmers are doing at the 
moment, I am always available to talk with the 
farmer. 
  

In other words I do not ignore my calls! 
 

My team is reliable and get along well with the 
farmer, so it takes a lot of stress out of Shearing 
when the Contractor is available, and the farmer 
can come into his own shed and talk with the 
team and be treated with respect… 
 

We are a 1 team operation so we take care with 
the farmers sheep and have pride in our work!   

 

Gavin and Kay Willey 
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One place for information about fires, 
floods, storms, earthquakes, tsunamis, 

hazardous material incidents 
& traffic crashes. 

 

 

emergency.wa.gov.au  

Celebrating a special occasion? 
 

If you would like to send congratulations, share the 
birth of a new addition to the family, post birthday 
wishes, celebrate an engagement, wedding,         
anniversary or special achievements we would love 
to hear from you!      

 
Photographs always welcome. 

 
Email:  
 franklander@franklandrivercrc.org.au 
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Recycling 
Dates 

 
Every second  

Monday 
 
 

11 May 
 

25 May 
 

8 June 
 

22 June  

Find us on 
https://www..com/FRiverCRC 

Cranbrook Community 
Men’s Shed 

 
John de Burgh 0419 957 962 

or 
Ian (Dobby) Williams 0400 612 196  

Download the app today - https://stjohnwa.com.au/
onlin.../st-john-first-responder-app 

https://stjohnwa.com.au/online-resources/st-john-first-responder-app?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR0sI60qoSE8ydpw--FIQRYSMYytlUUJ8AlCXJVrMeHCznpybF9O_uzjsH4_aem_o4t2wo3cdd-xQvphDKH0Eg
https://stjohnwa.com.au/online-resources/st-john-first-responder-app?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR0sI60qoSE8ydpw--FIQRYSMYytlUUJ8AlCXJVrMeHCznpybF9O_uzjsH4_aem_o4t2wo3cdd-xQvphDKH0Eg
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SHEARING 
0427 359 570 

 

P O BOX 558 
MT BARKER WA 6324 

 

CONTRACT OR COST  

 

https://www.franklandrivercrc.org.au/ 

 
www.cranbrook.wa.gov.au 

 
Next Visiting Dates 

 

Thursday 
 

14th May 
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We would like to take this opportunity to extend a grateful note of 

thanks to our annual advertisers who continue to support your   

local community paper with their paid advertising; some of these 

have been with us since inception of the local rag in early 1998.  
 

This greatly assists us with production costs. Thank you all. 

Ranger Contact Number 
The Shire of Cranbrook Ranger can be contacted for 
all ranger services and queries on  
 

0499 799 133. 

 
SNAP SEND SOLVE 

 

The Snap Send Solve app is the most 
efficient way of  reporting a variety of issues 
directly to the Shire. 
 

Reportable issues include: 

• Abandoned cars or vehicles 
• Animal related issues 
• Dumped rubbish and litter or Graffiti  
• Damaged pavement and roads 
• Playground equipment 
• Fallen trees 
 

Becoming a community legend has never 
been easier!  
 
    http://www.snapsendsolve.com/  

http://www.snapsendsolve.com/?fbclid=IwAR2dopWy3riM-V5H3OYe5jQcW5WZN4C0ErYUXj7taEuCE1yNK38DwDOFjCs
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5 

 

6 

Doctor 
 

Playgroup & Toy 
Library 

 

Youth Room 
4pm - 6pm 

7 

Op Shop 9.30am 
 

Nunijup Craft & 
Patchwork Group 

 

Waste Station 
1:00pm - 5pm 

 
 
 

 

8 

Waste Station 
7.30 - 11.30am 

 

 

9 

Op Shop 
8.30am - 12.30pm 

 
 

 

10 

Waste Station 
7.30am - 11.30am 

 

 

11 

Recycling 
 

Waste Station 
1:00pm - 5pm 

 

 

12 

 

 

13 

Playgroup & Toy 
Library 

 

Advocare 10am 
 

Community Lunch 
12 noon 

 

Council Meeting 
Cranbrook 

 

Youth Room 
4pm - 6pm 

 

Club Special 
Meeting 6pm 

14 
Chiropractor 

 

Op Shop 9.30am 
 

Waste Station 
1:00pm - 5pm 

 
 

 

15 
Waste Station 
7.30 - 11.30am 

 
Article deadline 

16 
Op Shop 

8.30am - 12.30pm 
 

 

17 
Waste Station 

7:30am - 11:30am 
 

Catholic Mass 
3pm 

18 
Waste Station 
1:00pm - 5pm 

 

 

19 
 

20 
Doctor 

 

Playgroup 
Toy Library 

 

Australia’s Biggest 
Morning Tea 10am 

21 
Op Shop 9.30am 

 

Nunijup Craft & 
Patchwork Group 

 

Waste Station 
1:00pm - 5pm 

22 
Waste Station 
7.30 - 11.30am 

 

 

23 
Op Shop 

8.30am - 12.30pm 

 

 

24 
Waste Station 

7:30am - 11:30am 
 

 

25 
Recycling 

 

Waste Station 
1:00pm - 5pm 

26 
 

27 

Playgroup & Toy 
Library 

 

 

28 
Op Shop 9.30am 

 

Waste Station 
1:00pm - 5pm 

29 

Waste Station 
7.30 - 11.30am 

 

Article deadline 

30 

Op Shop 
8.30am - 12.30pm 

 

 

31 
Waste Station 

7:30am - 11:30am 
 

 

1 
Waste Station 
1:00pm - 5pm 

2 
Book Club 

2pm 

3 

DOCTOR 
 

Playgroup & Toy 
Library 

 

 

4 

Op Shop 9.30am 
 

Nunijup Craft & 
Patchwork Group 

 

Waste Station 
1:00pm - 5pm 

 
 

5 
Waste Station 
7.30 - 11.30am 

 

 

6 
Op Shop 

8.30am - 12.30pm 
 

 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

M A Y  2 0 2 6  
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Frankland River Community Resource Centre 
8 Wingebellup Road 
Frankland River 6396 

 

Phone:  9855 2310 
 

Email : franklander@franklandrivercrc.org.au 

The Franklander 

EMERGENCY NUMBERS 
 

• Ambulance    000 
• Primary Number for ALL  
  Emergency Assistance  000 
 
 

• Hospital Mt Barker  9892 1222 
• Hospital Albany   9892 2222 
• Poisons Info Centre  13 11 26 
 
• Cranbrook Police   (08) 68013840 
• Crime Stoppers   1800 333 000 
 
• Fire Brigade: 
  Frankland Town  0427 552 321 
  Frankland  0458 552 271 
  Chief BFCO  0407 261 005 
 
• DFES    1300 657 209 
 
• Vet Mt Barker   9851 1177 
• Vet Kojonup   9831 1666 
 
• Southern Agcare   9842 2956 
• HACC - Mt Barker  9851 2015 

 

Church  Announcements  
  

Angl ican 
 Cranbrook:  

1st, 2nd, 3rd & 4th Sunday   10.00 am  
at St Oswalds Church 

Contact - Jan Pope 0417 981 264 
 

 Tenterden: 
On a 5th Sunday of the month 10:00 am 

at St Mildred’s Church 
 

  
           

Cranbrook Bapt is t  
 

Church Service 
10.00am   Sunday’s 

Grantham Street, Cranbrook  
 

Contact Michelle Preston 
0448 660 606 

cranbrookbaptistchurch@gmail.com 
 
 

Cathol ic  
 

    Parish Priest Fr Joeffrey Arccta OSJ 
mtbarkerparish01@gmail.com 

 
 
  

  Contacts:  
Clarissa Devine 0497 545 334 
Debbie Coole 0427 240 556 

 
Mass Times - 3rd Sunday of the month 

at the Frankland Catholic Church at 3.00pm. 
 

     All new community members warmly welcomed. 

 

TO THE  
RESIDENT 

mailto:cranbrookbaptistchurch@gmail.com
mailto:mtbarkerparish01@gmail.com

