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More than $1 million for the Great Southern in REDs Round 8 
 
Six Great Southern projects will share $1.02 million in funding under Round 8 of the Regional Economic Development 
(RED) Grants program, supporting economic diversification and long‑term business resilience. 
 
The RED Grants program is investing $60.85 million over eleven years in locally driven projects that stimulate         
economic growth and development in regional Western Australia.  
 
The Hon Stephen Dawson MLC, Minster for Regional Development was in Albany on Friday 10 March to announce 
the successful Great Southern recipients in Round 8 of the RED Grants program. 
 
J&S Castlehow Electrical Services will purchase and install a new industrial switchboard laser cutter with the help of a 
$200,000 RED Grant. This will enable the business to expand into certified, advanced switchboard manufacturing, 
delivering advanced manufacturing in the Great Southern while creating new jobs and training opportunities. 
 
A new heavy plant workshop and training facility will be constructed in Mount Barker, with Fulcher Contractors 
awarded $200,000 for the project. The new workshop will increase the company’s capacity to deliver civil contracting 
works while creating new opportunities for skilled workers, apprentices and trainees. 
 
$160,000 has been awarded to Aboriginal owned company Nowanup Noongar Boodjar for the construction of a    
multipurpose workshop in Nowanup, addressing critical infrastructure constraints and supporting the growth of    
Aboriginal led cultural immersion tourism and on country environmental services. 
 
Frankland Rural has been awarded $180,000 for the construction of a purpose‑built agribusiness hub in the        
Frankland River town centre. The new hub will increase the capacity for local agronomy, soil testing and advisory  
services in the middle and upper Great Southern, boosting local expenditure and service availability. 
 
The Denmark Hotel will upgrade their unused upstairs accommodation area, increasing the options and availability of 
premium budget accommodation for short-term workers and travellers with a $175,000 RED Grant.  

Chloe Casson, front left and Tim Trezise, back left, with Regional Development Minister Stephen Dawson. Picture supplied GSDC. 
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Albany’s waterfront precinct is getting a boost, with 
$105,000 awarded to Yefsea for the fit‑out of their new 
locally owned seafood restaurant and takeaway. Once        
complete, Yefsea will create new jobs and strengthen 
the demand for locally caught seafood. 
 
Great Southern Development Commission CEO Natasha 
Monks said, “Round 8 of the RED Grants program is   
delivering significant funding across multiple economic 
sectors in the Great Southern, helping our local         
businesses grow. 
 
“The successful recipients in Round 8 will diversify the 
region’s manufacturing, heavy industry, agribusiness, 
hospitality and cultural tourism offerings while           
supporting long term job creation and training.  
 
“We look forward to watching these projects grow,   
develop and meaningfully contribute to our Great 
Southern economy.” 
 
The RED Grants Program is delivered by the Great 
Southern Development Commission for the Great 
Southern, with support from the Department of         
Primary Industries and Regional Development (DPIRD).  
 
Since the program was launched in 2018, more than 
$5.4 million has been allocated to 52 locally-driven    
projects across the Great Southern. 
 

Frankland Rural’s Project 
Frankland Rural is gearing up for total upgrade after 
securing a massive grant from the State Government's 
regional economic development fund. 
 
The business, owned and operated by Chloe Casson and 
Tim Trezise, is part of the Combined Rural                 
Traders network and, through an 11-person team,    
supplies rural products and services to the Frankland 
River, Kojonup and Kendenup area. 
 
This includes broadacre agronomy, livestock and       
viticultural services. 
 
Chloe Casson said Frankland Rural has expanded many 
times over the past 20 years, but has finally outgrown 
its space. 
 
Over time, Frankland Rural has become a community 
hub, and the build plans reflect this. 
 
"We're servicing a bigger location than just Frankland 
River, so we're trying to accommodate by increasing 
our product range, increasing our staff, and being able 

to give the community a hub,". 
 
Located in the town centre, the new construction will 
include a public-facing office, merchandise shed, a new 
lab for agronomists to conduct research and               
development work, meeting rooms and offices, and 
three goods sheds at the rear of the site.   
 
Frankland Rural works closely with nearby grower 
groups, community cropping groups, community       
resource centres, making the site an agribusiness hub 
for years to come. 
 
The Frankland Rural team hope these groups could 
make use of the facility for local research and             
development projects, furthering the agricultural sector 
in the area. 
 
The new build also prepares the business for the future, 
particularly when it comes to workplace safety, with 
purpose built sheds to handle dangerous goods. 
 
Chloe credited the success of the business to being 
community minded. 
 
"That is our strength, I think that is why we have the 
following we have, because we have a great agronomy 
team with knowledge and experience,". 
 
With all plans just waiting on approvals, Chloe and Tim 
are hoping to have a shovel in the ground over the next 
six months, finished by the end of 2027, to open in 
2028. 
 

https://www.farmweekly.com.au/story/9114415/wa-nutrien-branches-win-big-at-2025-awards/
https://www.farmweekly.com.au/story/9114415/wa-nutrien-branches-win-big-at-2025-awards/
https://www.farmweekly.com.au/story/9114415/wa-nutrien-branches-win-big-at-2025-awards/
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Colourful, cheeky and engaging, it’s easy to see why 
bird lovers are drawn to keeping parrots and cockatoos 
as pets. Many Western Australians are unaware, that a 
number of these birds are declared pests under the 
Biosecurity and Agriculture Management Act 2007 
(BAM Act), meaning their uncontrolled presence in the 
wild can cause significant agricultural, economic, and 
environmental damage. For this reason, keeping exotic 
birds as pets is strictly regulated in WA. Owners must 
obtain the appropriate permits and meet mandatory  
enclosure requirements.  
 
Obtaining a permit          
From December 2025, the administration of restricted 
keeping permits for regulated birds transferred from 
the Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and 
Attractions to the Department of Primary Industries 
and Regional Development (DPIRD). All permit          
applications are now handled by DPIRD's Invasive    
Species and Environment Biosecurity Permit and    
Compliance Team. Current permits are valid until their 
stated expiry date. When it is time to renew, or for new 
applications, the process has been updated: 
• Permit duration has increased to 5 years. 
• Application fee is $76.67 (cost recovery basis). 

• Inspections may be required for new or renewal 
applications at $72.68 (cost recovery basis). 

 
Be aware! Regulated birds imported or travelling with 
you into WA also need an import permit to enter. Visit 
the DPIRD website (dpird.wa.gov.au) for more            
information, or Google: ‘DPIRD Invasive species         
permits’. To contact the Permits team directly:      
RKPapplications@dpird.wa.gov.au or 08 9368 3393. 
 

A serious matter 
Despite mandatory double-door entry systems and    
secure enclosure requirements, escapes do happen. 
Deliberate releases, although illegal, occur too. Even a 
small number of escaped birds can mark the beginning 
of a much larger problem. Parrots and cockatoos are 
intelligent, adaptable, and capable of establishing feral 
populations surprisingly quickly, as the unfortunate  
history of the rainbow lorikeet in Perth has            
demonstrated.  
 
If you see an escaped pet bird or birds that look out of 

place, record the location, time, and a description of the 

bird (or take a photo if possible) and report it to the 

MyPestGuide team OR, PaDIS. See footer for details. 

Parrots and cockatoos make captivating pets, but their ownership comes with serious responsibilities. 

Left to right: Sulphur-crested cockatoos, Alexandrine parakeet and Indian Ringneck parakeets. 

Polly needs a permit! 
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What WA renters need to know 
when disaster hits home 

West Aussies are no strangers to disasters 
such as cyclones, bushfires and floods. But if you’re 
renting, there might be the extra stress of working with 
your landlord should your home be affected by a       
catastrophe. 
The good news is when it comes to rentals, both      
landlords and tenants have rights and responsibilities 
should a property become damaged or destroyed in a 
disaster such as a cyclone or bushfire. 
Following damage to a rental home, the landlord is   
legally responsible for necessary repairs and           
maintenance to bring the property back to a liveable 
condition. If a tenant continues to be able to live in the 
rental, urgent repairs required to essential services such 
as power, gas, water including supply of hot water, and 
sewage should be arranged within 24 hours. If any other 
issues could cause someone harm or undue hardship, or 
cause further damage then works need to be arranged 
within 48 hours. 
With urgent repairs, if you cannot reach your landlord 
or if within 24 hours, the landlord fails to act, then you 
can employ a suitably qualified repairer to fix the issue 
to the minimum standard. Please be aware that there 
may be delays as it can be difficult to get tradespeople 
to your home as many properties may need repair after 
a disaster. 
When services to an entire area have been impaired – 
such as when power poles burn down or the water   
supply becomes compromised – it can take the          
authorities some time to resolve the issues, but the 
landlord could consider providing a generator, potable 
water or if not, then a rent reduction for the duration. 
In these cases, Consumer Protection can assist the    
parties to reach a mutual agreement. 
If your house has been destroyed or deemed by the   
Local Government to be unfit to live in, you can          
approach the landlord to end the lease immediately. 
The landlord should finalise the tenancy and repay the 
bond in the normal way and they can’t take money out 
of the bond to cover damage caused by a disaster. 
When it comes to debris, emergency services may       
already have a cleaning program in place, so contact the 
local authorities, such as the local council or emergency 
services for advice. 
It’s also smart to be wary of travelling conmen or       
unlicensed traders who can target areas after a disaster 
going door-to-door, offering cheap cash-only deals. 
For further information on renting during a disaster, 
including managing rent and bond payments, visit our 
factsheets at 
 https://www.consumerprotection.wa.gov.au/
publications/major-damage-yourrental- 
property-information-tenants 
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We have over 50 years experience in the Shearing 
Industry and have seen it all, so we are very 
aware of how hard the farmers are doing at the 
moment, I am always available to talk with the 
farmer. 
  

In other words I do not ignore my calls! 
 

My team is reliable and get along well with the 
farmer, so it takes a lot of stress out of Shearing 
when the Contractor is available, and the farmer 
can come into his own shed and talk with the 
team and be treated with respect… 
 

We are a 1 team operation so we take care with 
the farmers sheep and have pride in our work!   

 

Gavin and Kay Willey 
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One place for information about fires, 
floods, storms, earthquakes, tsunamis, 

hazardous material incidents 
& traffic crashes. 

 

 

emergency.wa.gov.au  

Celebrating a special occasion? 
 

If you would like to send congratulations, share the 
birth of a new addition to the family, post birthday 
wishes, celebrate an engagement, wedding,         
anniversary or special achievements we would love 
to hear from you!      

 
Photographs always welcome. 

 
Email:  
 franklander@franklandrivercrc.org.au 
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Recycling 
Dates 

 
Every second  

Monday 
 
 

27 April 
 

11 May 
 

25 May 
 

8 June 
 

 

Find us on 
https://www..com/FRiverCRC 

Cranbrook Community 
Men’s Shed 

 
John de Burgh 0419 957 962 

or 
Ian (Dobby) Williams 0400 612 196  

Download the app today - https://stjohnwa.com.au/
onlin.../st-john-first-responder-app 

https://stjohnwa.com.au/online-resources/st-john-first-responder-app?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR0sI60qoSE8ydpw--FIQRYSMYytlUUJ8AlCXJVrMeHCznpybF9O_uzjsH4_aem_o4t2wo3cdd-xQvphDKH0Eg
https://stjohnwa.com.au/online-resources/st-john-first-responder-app?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR0sI60qoSE8ydpw--FIQRYSMYytlUUJ8AlCXJVrMeHCznpybF9O_uzjsH4_aem_o4t2wo3cdd-xQvphDKH0Eg
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SHEARING 
0427 359 570 

 

P O BOX 558 
MT BARKER WA 6324 

 

CONTRACT OR COST  

 

https://www.franklandrivercrc.org.au/ 

 
www.cranbrook.wa.gov.au 

 
Next Visiting Dates 

 

Thursday 
 

14th May 
 



The Franklander Page 18,   20 April 2026 

We would like to take this opportunity to extend a grateful note of 

thanks to our annual advertisers who continue to support your   

local community paper with their paid advertising; some of these 

have been with us since inception of the local rag in early 1998.  
 

This greatly assists us with production costs. Thank you all. 

Ranger Contact Number 
The Shire of Cranbrook Ranger can be contacted for 
all ranger services and queries on  
 

0499 799 133. 

 
SNAP SEND SOLVE 

 

The Snap Send Solve app is the most 
efficient way of  reporting a variety of issues 
directly to the Shire. 
 

Reportable issues include: 

• Abandoned cars or vehicles 
• Animal related issues 
• Dumped rubbish and litter or Graffiti  
• Damaged pavement and roads 
• Playground equipment 
• Fallen trees 
 

Becoming a community legend has never 
been easier!  
 
    http://www.snapsendsolve.com/  

http://www.snapsendsolve.com/?fbclid=IwAR2dopWy3riM-V5H3OYe5jQcW5WZN4C0ErYUXj7taEuCE1yNK38DwDOFjCs
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21 

 

22 

Doctor 
 

Playgroup & Toy 
Library 

 

Youth Room 
4pm - 6pm 

23 

Op Shop 9.30am 
 

Waste Station 
1:00pm - 5pm 

 
 
 

 

24 

Waste Station 
7.30 - 11.30am 

 

 

25 
ANZAC Day 

 

Op Shop 
8.30am - 12.30pm 

 
Live Music 

Beth Chia 6pm 
 

 

26 

Waste Station 
7.30am - 11.30am 

 

 

27 

ANZAC DAY PUBLIC 
HOLIDAY 

 

Recycling 
 

Waste Station 
1:00pm - 5pm 

 

 

28 

 

 

29 

Playgroup & Toy 
Library 

 

Working at Heights 
 

Youth Room 
4pm - 6pm 

 

30 
Working at 

Heights 
 

Op Shop 9.30am 
 

Nunijup Craft & 
Patchwork Group 

 

Waste Station 
1:00pm - 5pm 

 
 

 

1 
Waste Station 
7.30 - 11.30am 

 

Working in  
Confined Spaces 

 
Article deadline 

2 
Op Shop 

8.30am - 12.30pm 
 

 

3 
Waste Station 

7:30am - 11:30am 
 

 

4 
Waste Station 
1:00pm - 5pm 

 

 

5 
Book Club 

2pm 

6 
Doctor 

 

Playgroup 
Toy Library 

 

 

7 
Op Shop 9.30am 

 

Nunijup Craft & 
Patchwork Group 

 

Waste Station 
1:00pm - 5pm 

8 
Waste Station 
7.30 - 11.30am 

 

 

9 
Op Shop 

8.30am - 12.30pm 

 

 

10 
Waste Station 

7:30am - 11:30am 
 

 

11 
Recycling 

 

Waste Station 
1:00pm - 5pm 

 

 

12 
 

13 

Playgroup & Toy 
Library 

 

Advocare 10am 

14 
Chiropractor 

 

Op Shop 9.30am 
 

Waste Station 
1:00pm - 5pm 

15 

Waste Station 
7.30 - 11.30am 

 

Article deadline 

16 

Op Shop 
8.30am - 12.30pm 

 

 

17 
Waste Station 

7:30am - 11:30am 
 

Catholic Mass 
3pm 

18 
Waste Station 
1:00pm - 5pm 

19 
 

20 

DOCTOR 
 

Playgroup & Toy 
Library 

 

Australia’s Biggest 
Morning Tea 

21 

Op Shop 9.30am 
 

Nunijup Craft & 
Patchwork Group 

 

Waste Station 
1:00pm - 5pm 

 
 

22 
Waste Station 
7.30 - 11.30am 

 

 

23 
Op Shop 

8.30am - 12.30pm 
 

 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

A P R I L  /  M A Y  2 0 2 6  
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Frankland River Community Resource Centre 
8 Wingebellup Road 
Frankland River 6396 

 

Phone:  9855 2310 
 

Email : franklander@franklandrivercrc.org.au 

The Franklander 

EMERGENCY NUMBERS 
 

• Ambulance    000 
• Primary Number for ALL  
  Emergency Assistance  000 
 
 

• Hospital Mt Barker  9892 1222 
• Hospital Albany   9892 2222 
• Poisons Info Centre  13 11 26 
 
• Cranbrook Police   (08) 68013840 
• Crime Stoppers   1800 333 000 
 
• Fire Brigade: 
  Frankland Town  0427 552 321 
  Frankland  0458 552 271 
  Chief BFCO  0407 261 005 
 
• DFES    1300 657 209 
 
• Vet Mt Barker   9851 1177 
• Vet Kojonup   9831 1666 
 
• Southern Agcare   9842 2956 
• HACC - Mt Barker  9851 2015 

 

Church  Announcements  
  

Angl ican 
 Cranbrook:  

1st, 2nd, 3rd & 4th Sunday   10.00 am  
at St Oswalds Church 

Contact - Jan Pope 0417 981 264 
 

 Tenterden: 
On a 5th Sunday of the month 10:00 am 

at St Mildred’s Church 
 

  
           

Cranbrook Bapt is t  
 

Church Service 
10.00am   Sunday’s 

Grantham Street, Cranbrook  
 

Contact Michelle Preston 
0448 660 606 

cranbrookbaptistchurch@gmail.com 
 
 

Cathol ic  
 

    Parish Priest Fr Joeffrey Arccta OSJ 
mtbarkerparish01@gmail.com 

 
 
  

  Contacts:  
Clarissa Devine 0497 545 334 
Debbie Coole 0427 240 556 

 
Mass Times - 3rd Sunday of the month 

at the Frankland Catholic Church at 3.00pm. 
 

     All new community members warmly welcomed. 

 

TO THE  
RESIDENT 

mailto:cranbrookbaptistchurch@gmail.com
mailto:mtbarkerparish01@gmail.com

