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Harvest 2025 Recap 
The community cropping group had another successful 
year for 2025. A total of 254 Tonnes of canola was      
delivered, our share being 185 T with an average yield of 
2.5T per hectare. A great achievement given how wet 
the season turned out to be.  Frankland Rural put on a 
fantastic lunch for everyone, while AFGRI and CLASS 
gave us a rundown of their demo harvesters. It’s       
awesome to see such dedicated support from the       
machinery dealerships year on year.  
 
A massive shout out to everyone involved on the day, 
whether you supplied machinery, fuel, grain carting, 
staff or simply showed up throughout the day for a look, 
its greatly appreciated.  
 

AGM – General Election Results 
Our Annual General Meeting was held on March 12th. 
We sincerely thank all members who attended. Overall, 
the election process was uneventful, with the majority 
retaining their positions. Special thanks to Stevie for her 
service as treasurer over the past two years; your efforts 
have been greatly valued. Bron Coole will now assume 
the role of treasurer. Our meeting was followed by     
dinner at the club to show our gratitude to those who 
contributed to the crop last year.  
 
2026 Committee Members 

• President – Nathan Waterman 

• Vice President – Dave Brayshaw 

• Secretary – Emma Hilder 

• Treasurer – Bron Coole 
 
As many people know, the cropping group contributed 
funds to the country club to purchase the Trent Street 
property. We later donated an additional $30,000 to-
wards renovations. Last year, there were discussions 
about the importance of protecting this asset. As a     

result, our group proposed to the club that we cover 
the cost of hiring a property manager. Both our group 
and the club now have a formal agreement in place to 
ensure asset protection, with Ray White Mount Barker 
now managing the property. 
 

Seeding 2026 – Volunteer Support Needed 
Seeding is fast approaching; many uncertainties will 
make for a challenging season. As the community crop 
enters its sixth year, we are finding it to be increasingly 
hard to get volunteers to help with crop-related tasks, 
we would especially like to take some pressure off the 
people who have relentlessly given to our cause. If you 
would like to be involved going forward, please reach 
out to either myself or Nathan. Assistance comes in 
many forms—from purchasing chemicals through 
Frankland Rural for our group, to lending equipment or 
helping with a specific job, regardless of size, we are 
extremely grateful for all contributions, big or small, 
and your involvement makes a meaningful difference. 
                             
Emma Hilder- FRCCG Secretary 
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For a full report of the election results visit: https://www.elections.wa.gov.au/elections/local/election 
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FOREST PRODUCTS COMMISSION (FPC) ANNOUNCE THAT THEY WILL NO 

LONGER BE PAYING RATES TO LOCAL GOVERNMENTS. 
 

The Shire of Cranbrook, in partnership with the local governments whom make up the Warren Blackwood       

Alliance, and the Shire of West Arthur, was keen to publicly acknowledge the short-term and long-term impact of 

Forest Products Commission’s (FPC) non-payment of rates to local governments advised by them in September 

2025. 

 

The impact of the decision on local governments’ current budgets was communicated to the Hon Jackie Jarvis 

MLC, Minister for Agriculture and Food; Fisheries; Forestry; Small Business; Mid West, by the group in a meeting 

held with her in January 2026. Cr Perin Mulcahy, our Shire President, and Ms Linda Gray, Chief Executive Officer, 

represented the Shire of Cranbrook at the meeting. 

 

In the past, and prior to FPC’s announcement, FPC has contributed to the rate base of each local government 

which has in turn paid for the maintenance and construction of roads and its general operating costs. However, in 

September 2025, FPC identified under the Forest Products Act 2000 Sec 43(2) that they are legally exempt from 

paying rates to local governments for unleased land and are required instead, under Sec 43(4) to pay a rates 

equivalent amount directly to the Treasurer each year. The Treasurer, under Sec 43(6) determines the amount 

and the timing of these payments.    

 

Upon advice of the change, the Shire of Cranbrook’s Shire President, Cr Perin Mulcahy, said: 

 

“This means that Forest Products Commission no longer contributes to the community in which it operates, and 

the extra load must be spread amongst the other ratepayers. As FPC’s plans to purchase more land under the 

State Government’s $350 million funding commitment to planting pine, the effect of their decision will increase 

proportionally to the amount of land purchased, and whilst it has ceased to pay rates, it continues to be a user of 

our roads.” 

 

On Friday 20 March 2026, in response to the January meeting, a letter was received from the Minister, the Hon 

Jackie Jarvis, MLC, to advise that FPC would contribute to the communities in which it had purchased land 

through a sponsorship funding agreement for two years. The sum payable was approximately the rates due for 

2025/26 FY and 2026/27 FY. ($60,000).  We were advised that beyond this term the FPC would be “seeking     

feedback from the Shires on opportunities for FPC to contribute to specific services that will support the         

plantation industry.” 

 

This was not the solution we had hoped to receive, but at least it was a positive response to our request to      

address the gap left by FPC’s non-payment of rates, and we thank the Minister for the letter.  It is presumed that 

the “contribute to specific services that will support the plantation industry” may be reflected in FPC paying funds 

towards our roads that their trucks use or some similar service provided by the Shire, this is yet to be decided.  

 

Wouldn’t it be easier just to pay rates? 

 

SHIRE OF CRANBROOK 

23 March 2026 
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Frankland River Fox Shoot 
 
On behalf of the Frankland River Fox Shoot, we would 
like to thank everyone who attended this year’s annual 
fox shoot, which took place on the 21st of March.  
 
The winning team was "Team Ben G", who successfully 
accounted for 69 foxes, 1 cat, and 7 rabbits. 
In second place, "Team Hacka" managed to eliminate 30 
foxes and 4 rabbits. 
"Team Quickie" secured third place, with a total of 30 
foxes and 2 rabbits. 
 
The overall tally for the event was as follows: 
• Cats – 2 
• Foxes – 233 
• Rabbits – 39 
 
On Sunday morning, participants enjoyed a hearty 
breakfast, followed by the official count and                 
announcement of the winners. 
 
We look forward to next year’s fox shoot and your     
continued support. 
 
Kind Regards 
Peter Ettridge, Simon Hilder, & Kieron Haynes 

As always, our annual fox shoot prizes are covered by 
the generosity of our sponsors. A huge thank you to: 
  
 Gillamii Centre 
 Battery World 
 Ray’s Firearms 
 Auto 1 Albany 
 T & C Supplies 
 Southern Tool & Fastener 
 V Belt & Rubber 
 Due South 
 Lange Estate 
 Alkoomi Wines 
 Tim’s Tyres Mt. Barker 
 Halsey Hounds Mt. Barker 
 Frankland Rural 
 JZ Firearms 
 Barry & Son Firearms 
 Sports Power Manjimup 
 AOS 
 Rugged Extreme 
 Frankland River General Store 
 
Thank you all. 
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Wedding Bells 
 

We’re delighted to share the news of a former      
Frankland River Primary School student and daughter of 
locals Mark and Julie Zambra.  
 
Hannah married Nick Tucker in east Perth with         
photographs of the happy occasion taken at UWA.  
 
Nick’s family are originally from Dumbleyung but are 
now Perth based. Nick, the youngest from a family of 
four, is a junior high school teacher. 
 
Hannah is a registered nurse but after meeting Nick she 
went back to uni to study teaching so they could enjoy 
holidays at the same time.  
 
Flowers for the bridal party were done by Julie and  
family. When going to the choose flowers for the     
bouquets there was one bunch of the Flame Lily flower 
waiting for them, this is the national flower of Zim and 
was the perfect choice for the top of Hannah’s         
bouquet, paying tribute to her land of birth. 
 
The wedding party joining Nick and Hannah was a mix 
of siblings and besties, making for a very special        
occasion full of warmth and love. 
 

Nick and Hannah left to travel Europe for five months 
before returning to Perth were both will take up         
positions in junior school. Hannah will be fully qualified 
as a teacher by this time. 
 
Our congratulations and best wishes to Nick and Hannah 
as they embark on this new chapter of their life          
together. 
 

Special hugs and congratulations to the proud parents, 
Julie and Mark Zambra. And a special thanks to the   
Zambra family for providing us with permission to     
publish news of this happy occasion. Thanks Han and 
Julie. 
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Easter Bunny visit and Easter Hat Parade 
 

Easter Saturday turned on perfect weather for the CRC 
Easter Hat Parade with youngsters thrilled to be joined 
by the Easter Bunny and an Easter Egg hunt. 

Congratulations to everyone for joining into the spirit of 
the event and designing the most amazing array and 
variety of  Easter Hats for the parade. Well done! 
We hope the Easter Bunny decides on another               
in-person visit next year to meet & greet everyone. 
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Pretty  but  problematic  –  Spr ing  bulbs  

Choosing spring colour wisely 
Autumn is the time to choose and plant our spring 
bulbs, and gardeners have never had more choice! 
Local nurseries, garden centres, weekend markets, 
online retailers, and those irresistible full-colour    
catalogues. But before you fill your trolley, there are 
a few things worth knowing. Some popular bulbs are 
surprisingly toxic to people and animals; others have 
escaped gardens entirely and are now serious        
environmental weeds. When it comes to bulbs a little 
knowledge goes a long way. 

 

Invasive bulbs 
Around two-thirds of weeds in Australia were         
deliberately introduced as garden plants or fodder 
crops. The south-west of WA has a                           
Mediterranean-type climate, which means plants 
from South Africa and other Mediterranean regions 
grow exceptionally well here, sometimes too well! 
 

Several common bulbs can escape from gardens and 

invade bushland, outcompeting native plants. Plants 

to be cautious about include Freesia, Watsonia,    

Sparaxis and some Gladiolus, particularly older        

varieties. 

Toxic bulbs 
Cape tulips (Moraea spp.) were introduced in the 
1800s; they are now widespread, established weeds. 
It’s their toxic glycosides that are responsible for    
livestock poisoning. 
 
Chincherinchee (Ornithogalum thyrsoides) is toxic to 
livestock and dogs; it’s known to cause                     
gastrointestinal illness and blindness in cattle. Found 
at a few locations in the south-west of WA, it's one to 
avoid. 
 
Arum lily (Zantedeschia aethiopica) is beautiful but 
extremely invasive, and toxic to all livestock, pets and 
humans. It has colonised thousands of hectares in 
south-west WA.  
 

Tips for safe plantings 

Choose non-invasive, non-toxic species where        
possible.  

Store bulbs safely, away from children and pets, and 
label anything in the fridge.  

Never dump garden waste in bushland or farmland – 
a single discarded bulb can establish a new weed 
population.  

Chincherinchee invading bushland, Arum lily with its distinctive flowers and the highly invasive pink gladiolus  
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Self check: is your association at 
risk of being cancelled? 

 
Almost 5,000 incorporated associations in   

Western Australia are currently behind in lodging one or 
more annual information statements (AIS) and are at risk of 
being de-registered. 
 
Consumer Protection administers incorporated associations, 
not-for-profit groups set up for many social, sporting or 
community purposes – for example, a swimming club, a 
school P&C, a charity or a volunteer group. 
 
There’s lots of reasons people want to form an association 
but to remain active, an AIS must be submitted every year 
at the end of their financial year. 
 
A total of 4,901 associations in WA are currently behind in 
lodging their AIS. Consumer Protection has attempted to 
contact them via email and notifications. When an          
association does not submit its AIS, Consumer Protection 
may believe it is no longer operating and take action to  
cancel its incorporation. 
 
Consumer Protection has published a list of associations 
that are overdue in lodging their AIS. You can check if 
your association is listed by visiting -  
https://www.consumerprotection.wa.gov.au/associations-
information-statement 
 
Even if your association is not on the list, this is a sharp 
reminder of the importance of complying with the          
obligations more broadly and keeping your association’s 
contact details current. It can be a good idea to use a      
general email address that multiple management committee 
members can access rather than a specific person's to     
ensure emails from Consumer Protection are received if 
someone is away or leaves the association. 
 
Information statements must be submitted within six 
months after the end of an association’s financial year.  
Associations and clubs can choose their own financial year, 
so the due date for submitting will differ between groups. 
 
The quickest way to complete the AIS and submit forms on 
behalf of an incorporated association is via                     
AssociationsOnline. If you are responsible for an              
incorporated association you can register for access to As-
sociationsOnline to manage its registration and other     
obligations at – www.lgirs.wa.gov.au/associationsonline. 
 
The Consumer Protection website has plenty of information 
to help people start and run an efficient association. It’s 
also worth subscribing to the Associations Newsletter for 
the latest updates on laws, events, news and reminders. 
 
Failure to act immediately may result in Consumer        
Protection taking further action by issuing a Show Cause 
Notice under the Associations Incorporation Act 2015 to 
commence cancellation should the AIS not be lodged    
immediately. 
 
For further information and advice, please contact our team 
on 1300 30 40 74 or email                                                
associations.branch@lgirs.wa.gov.au 
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We have over 50 years experience in the Shearing 
Industry and have seen it all, so we are very 
aware of how hard the farmers are doing at the 
moment, I am always available to talk with the 
farmer. 
  

In other words I do not ignore my calls! 
 

My team is reliable and get along well with the 
farmer, so it takes a lot of stress out of Shearing 
when the Contractor is available, and the farmer 
can come into his own shed and talk with the 
team and be treated with respect… 
 

We are a 1 team operation so we take care with 
the farmers sheep and have pride in our work!   

 

Gavin and Kay Willey 
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One place for information about fires, 
floods, storms, earthquakes, tsunamis, 

hazardous material incidents 
& traffic crashes. 

 

 

emergency.wa.gov.au  

Celebrating a special occasion? 
 

If you would like to send congratulations, share the 
birth of a new addition to the family, post birthday 
wishes, celebrate an engagement, wedding,         
anniversary or special achievements we would love 
to hear from you!      

 
Photographs always welcome. 

 
Email:  
 franklander@franklandrivercrc.org.au 
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Recycling 
Dates 

 
Every second  

Monday 
 
 

13 April 
 

27 April 
 

11 May 
 

25 May 
 

 

Find us on 
https://www..com/FRiverCRC 

Cranbrook Community 
Men’s Shed 

 
John de Burgh 0419 957 962 

or 
Ian (Dobby) Williams 0400 612 196  

Download the app today - https://stjohnwa.com.au/
onlin.../st-john-first-responder-app 

https://stjohnwa.com.au/online-resources/st-john-first-responder-app?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR0sI60qoSE8ydpw--FIQRYSMYytlUUJ8AlCXJVrMeHCznpybF9O_uzjsH4_aem_o4t2wo3cdd-xQvphDKH0Eg
https://stjohnwa.com.au/online-resources/st-john-first-responder-app?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR0sI60qoSE8ydpw--FIQRYSMYytlUUJ8AlCXJVrMeHCznpybF9O_uzjsH4_aem_o4t2wo3cdd-xQvphDKH0Eg
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SHEARING 
0427 359 570 

 

P O BOX 558 
MT BARKER WA 6324 

 

CONTRACT OR COST  

 

https://www.franklandrivercrc.org.au/ 

 
www.cranbrook.wa.gov.au 

 
Next Visiting Dates 

 

Friday 
 

10th April 
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We would like to take this opportunity to extend a grateful note of 

thanks to our annual advertisers who continue to support your   

local community paper with their paid advertising; some of these 

have been with us since inception of the local rag in early 1998.  
 

This greatly assists us with production costs. Thank you all. 

Ranger Contact Number 
The Shire of Cranbrook Ranger can be contacted for 
all ranger services and queries on  
 

0499 799 133. 

 
SNAP SEND SOLVE 

 

The Snap Send Solve app is the most 
efficient way of  reporting a variety of issues 
directly to the Shire. 
 

Reportable issues include: 

• Abandoned cars or vehicles 
• Animal related issues 
• Dumped rubbish and litter or Graffiti  
• Damaged pavement and roads 
• Playground equipment 
• Fallen trees 
 

Becoming a community legend has never 
been easier!  
 
    http://www.snapsendsolve.com/  

http://www.snapsendsolve.com/?fbclid=IwAR2dopWy3riM-V5H3OYe5jQcW5WZN4C0ErYUXj7taEuCE1yNK38DwDOFjCs


The Franklander    Page 23,  7 April 2026 

 
 

 

 
7 

 

8 

Doctor 
 

Youth Room 
4pm - 6pm 

9 

Op Shop 9.30am 
 

Waste Station 
1:00pm - 5pm 

 
 
 

 

10 

Waste Station 
7.30 - 11.30am 

 

Chiropractor 

11 
Op Shop 

8.30am - 12.30pm 
 

 

12 

Waste Station 
7.30am - 11.30am 

 

 

13 

Recycling 
 

Waste Station 
1:00pm - 5pm 

 

 

14 

 

 

15 

Council Meeting 
Frankland River 

3pm 
 

Youth Room 
4pm - 6pm 

 

16 
Op Shop 9.30am 

 

Nunijup Craft & 
Patchwork Group 

 

Waste Station 
1:00pm - 5pm 

 
 

 

17 
Waste Station 
7.30 - 11.30am 

 

Article deadline 

18 
Op Shop 

8.30am - 12.30pm 
 

 

19 
Waste Station 

7:30am - 11:30am 
 

Catholic Mass 
3pm 

20 
Waste Station 
1:00pm - 5pm 

 

 

21 
 

22 
Doctor 

 

Playgroup 
Toy Library 

 

Chainsaw Course 

23 
Op Shop 9.30am 

 

Waste Station 
1:00pm - 5pm 

24 
Waste Station 
7.30 - 11.30am 

 

 

25 
ANZAC Day 

 

Op Shop 
8.30am - 12.30pm 

 

 

26 
Waste Station 

7:30am - 11:30am 
 

 

27 
Recycling 

 

Waste Station 
1:00pm - 5pm 

 

 

28 
 

29 

Playgroup & Toy 
Library 

 

 

30 
Working at 

Heights 
 

Op Shop 9.30am 
 

Nunijup Craft & 
Patchwork Group 

 

Waste Station 
1:00pm - 5pm 

 
 

 

1 

Waste Station 
7.30 - 11.30am 

 

Confined Spaces 
 

Article deadline 

2 

Op Shop 
8.30am - 12.30pm 

 

 

3 
Waste Station 

7:30am - 11:30am 
 

 

4 
 

 

5 
Book Club 

6 

DOCTOR 
 

 

7 

Op Shop 9.30am 
 

Waste Station 
1:00pm - 5pm 

 

 

8 
Waste Station 
7.30 - 11.30am 

 

 

9 
Op Shop 

8.30am - 12.30pm 
 

 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

A P R I L  /  M A Y  2 0 2 6  
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Frankland River Community Resource Centre 
8 Wingebellup Road 
Frankland River 6396 

 

Phone:  9855 2310 
 

Email : franklander@franklandrivercrc.org.au 

The Franklander 

EMERGENCY NUMBERS 
 

• Ambulance    000 
• Primary Number for ALL  
  Emergency Assistance  000 
 
 

• Hospital Mt Barker  9892 1222 
• Hospital Albany   9892 2222 
• Poisons Info Centre  13 11 26 
 
• Cranbrook Police   (08) 68013840 
• Crime Stoppers   1800 333 000 
 
• Fire Brigade: 
  Frankland Town  0427 552 321 
  Frankland  0458 552 271 
  Chief BFCO  0407 261 005 
 
• DFES    1300 657 209 
 
• Vet Mt Barker   9851 1177 
• Vet Kojonup   9831 1666 
 
• Southern Agcare   9842 2956 
• HACC - Mt Barker  9851 2015 

 

Church  Announcements  
  

Angl ican 
 Cranbrook:  

1st, 2nd, 3rd & 4th Sunday   10.00 am  
at St Oswalds Church 

Contact - Jan Pope 0417 981 264 
 

 Tenterden: 
On a 5th Sunday of the month 10:00 am 

at St Mildred’s Church 
 

  
           

Cranbrook Bapt is t  
 

Church Service 
10.00am   Sunday’s 

Grantham Street, Cranbrook  
 

Contact Michelle Preston 
0448 660 606 

cranbrookbaptistchurch@gmail.com 
 
 

Cathol ic  
 

    Parish Priest Fr Joeffrey Arccta OSJ 
mtbarkerparish01@gmail.com 

 
 
  

  Contacts:  
Clarissa Devine 0497 545 334 
Debbie Coole 0427 240 556 

 
Mass Times - 3rd Sunday of the month 

at the Frankland Catholic Church at 3.00pm. 
 

     All new community members warmly welcomed. 

 

TO THE  
RESIDENT 

mailto:cranbrookbaptistchurch@gmail.com
mailto:mtbarkerparish01@gmail.com

