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Australia Day  
About 80 people were welcomed to the Cranbrook Sporting 
Club to enjoy a typical Australia Day breakfast together by the 
Club President, Mrs Bernie Climie on Monday 26th January.   

Reading the  words of Dorothea MacKeller’s poem I Love A 
Sunburnt Country, and the singing of the National Anthem 
reminded us, that all who live in Australia from those of us in 
small rural communities such as Cranbrook to the larger cities, 
must continue to build on the foundation to make it the 
wonderful country that we should be proud to celebrate.   

Bernie then spoke about the Shire of Cranbrook’s Centenary 
which celebrates the formation of the Shire in 1926.   The 
town of Cranbrook celebrated 100 years in 1994, the town 
being formally ‘gazetted’ in 1894. 

In the Foreword written in the Shire’s History book Frankland to 
the Stirlings, by the late Mrs Ev Devine, she wrote “Those intrepid 
pioneers who ventured into the unknown inland have to be 
admired.  From all walks of life they came to make the district the 
solid productive district we are now proud to call home.” 

In the early days, Cranbrook was part of the Plantagenet Roads 
Board.  They steadily continued in their efforts to maintain its very 
large area.  In 1924, there was a public meeting held regarding 
succession from the Plantagenet Road Board with about 40 people 
attending from within the district.  A local district ‘road board 
propaganda committee’ was formed with HG Egerton-Warburton 
as the Chair and Wilton O’Neill the Secretary.   

A circular was sent out detailing the amount of revenue that could be 
raised and the costs, using Tambellup as an example.  This committee urged the ratepayers to say ‘Yes’,  
Two years later the districts which had been part of the Plantagenet Roads Board, Cranbrook, Frankland 
River, Tenterden and Tunney, became the Cranbrook Roads Board, consisting of 6 separate Wards.  
These were represented by WT Betts, SE Stubber, AJ Toovey, N Davis, JM Woulfe, GK Brown, H Mengler, 
with JM Woulfe the first Chairman and Wilton O’Neill the Secretary.  Hawley Gardiner started work with the 
Road Board on the first day.  In 1960, the Road Board became the Shire of Cranbrook under the terms of 
the new Local Government Act. 

In 1926, within the districts of Cranbrook, Tenterden, Frankland River, Gordon River, Kybelup and Tunney 
there were 167 households, 118 farms and following the opening of the railway in the late 1890’s, small 
businesses developed .  There continue to be descendants from families of that era who live and farm 
within the Shire - Toovey, Gillam, Egerton-Warburton, Climie, Wornum, Parsons, Kleemann, Morgan, 
Haynes, Higgins, Pope, Williamson, Herbert, Eades, Brown, Lawrence, Weller, Marshall to name just a 
few. 

Throughout 2026, there will be many opportunities to celebrate our Shire of Cranbrook Centenary, 
alongside the City of Albany as they celebrate their Bi-Centenary and the development in the 200 years 
since the brig Amity arrived with Major Lockyer in 1826 to set up the first colony on the western seaboard.   
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Where will you find … 
 

Save the Date and What’s On  Pages 2 - 6 
Shire Snapshot 8 - 13 
Gillamii  14 
Community News 16 - 23 
Business, Trades & Services 26 
Sport 33 
Calendar 36 
 

 Date  Friday 6th March 

Location Baptist Church 

Address Cranbrook  

Time 9.30 Morning Tea 
10am Service 

Contact Michelle Preston 
0448 660 606 
 

 
Keep and eye out for news about the 

Black Dog Ride  
through the Great Southern, riding 

into  
Cranbrook on Sunday 15th March. 

 
Let’s give them all a great Cranbrook 

welcome and support a fantastic 
cause. 
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RENEWABLE   ENERGY    FORUM 
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SHIRE SNAPSHOT 
Phone: 9826 1008 

Email: admin@cranbrook.wa.gov.au 

Website: www.cranbrook.wa.gov.au 
 SHIRE OPENING HOURS 

 

8.30 AM — 4.00 PM 
Monday—Friday 

Waste Facility Sites - Opening Times 
 

Cranbrook 
 Monday and Thursday 7.30 am - 11.30 am 

 Friday and Sunday  1.00 pm - 5.00 pm 
 

Frankland River 
 Monday and Thursday 1.00 pm - 5.00 pm 
 Friday and Sunday  7.30 am - 11.30 am  

 

TYRES 
To dispose of old tyres at the sites you will need to 

purchase prepaid vouchers from the Shire 
Administration Office in Cranbrook or the 

Frankland River CRC. 

Recycling Kerbside Collection 
 

2 & 16 February 2026 

DRIVING TESTS   
***BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL*** 

 
The Shire of Cranbrook endeavours to hold 
Practical Driving Assessments for our locals 

only. 
 

The Practical Driving Assessor will next be in 
Cranbrook on 19/02/2026  between 

 1.30pm & 2.30pm.  
 

To enquire or make a booking please contact 
the Department of Transport on 13 11 56 or 
present to the Shire Administration Office. 

 
 
 

Did you know that the Shire of Cranbrook is a 
licensing agent for the Department of Transport, 
as such we are not permitted to take licensing  
enquiries over the phone. 

If you are attending the administration office to 
complete licensing duties please ensure you 
come prepared. The best way to make sure you 
have everything you require for your enquiry is to 
jump onto the Department of Transport website 
before hand and familiarise yourself with what 
your particular enquiry may need. 

If you come prepared with the correct ID 
requirements and information it will streamline the 
time you spend within the admin office. Please 
note that our staff have to follow the directions 
and regulations set upon us from the Department 
of Transport.  

If you are unable to come into the Shire of 
Cranbrook Administration Office for your licensing 
enquiry you must contact the Department of 
Transport on 13 11 56.  

PROHIBITED BURNING PERIOD 
31/10/2025 TO 15/02/2026  

(all dates inclusive)  
 
Only protective burning can be carried out 
during the Prohibited Burning time and under 
the following conditions:  
 

1. No burning permitted on Christmas Day 
(25 December).  

2. All burning must be carried out between 
the hours of 5.00pm and midnight of the 
same day.  

3. All conditions of Restricted Burning Period 
must be complied with.  

4. A permit to burn must be obtained.  

  
 
 

The third instalment (4 instalment option) for 
your 2025/26 Rates is due on 5 February 2026. 
Late payments will accrue interest.  
 

For any Rates Enquiries please contact our 
Executive Assistant Renee on 9826 1008. 
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The Regional Showerhead Swap is back! 
Have you made the swap yet? 

 

You can exchange up to two of your old 
showerheads (per household) for new water-
efficient WELS 4-star rated models for free! Simply 
bring your old showerhead(s) to the Shire's Admin 
Office with a copy of your recent water bill, or 
Waterwise letter from Water Corporation. 
 

DID YOU KNOW? 
Around 22% of total household water is used in the 
shower alone. The type of showerhead you use 
makes a big difference. By switching to a waterwise 
showerhead, you can be more sustainable and save 
up to 20,000 litres of water each year. 

For more information on the shower head swap 
program or to see other locations in the Great 
Southern, visit the Water Corporation website. 

SHIRE SNAPSHOT 
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 HOW TO PREPARE FOR  
SNAKE SEASON 

• Take care in bushland and grassy areas. 

• Walk and/or cycle in cleared areas only, where 
you can see the ground. 

• When bushwalking, wear long trousers and 
boots or other enclosed footwear that preferably 
cover the ankles. 

• Keep a watchful eye on the ground about a 
metre ahead of where you are walking, and 
avoid entering areas of long grass, rushes and 
undergrowth. 

• Around your home remove long grass and items 
lying on the ground such as corrugated iron, 
which may provide cover for snakes. 

• Reduce mice numbers around the house 

• Make your house and property less attractive to 
snakes. Remove any debris or woodpiles, cut 
back long grass and shrubbery, remove leaf 
litter and block any holes around the outside of 
your house that may look like a safe spot to 
hide. 

Fire Maps - For Sale 
 
The updated Shire of Cranbrook Fire Maps 
and Index are available for purchase in hard 
copy from the Shire Administration Office 
and Frankland River Community Centre for 
$27 – if you have already purchased a map 
and would like a copy of the index please 
contact the Shire Office on 98261008 or 
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SHIRE SNAPSHOT 

Where and When? 
Frankland River Playgroup, Frankland River CRC 
9.30am - 11am, Wednesday 25 February 2026 
 
Cranbrook Playgroup, Mare Bears, Cranbrook Community Hub 
9.30am - 11am, Friday 27 February 2026 
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Gillamii Centre  
140 Climie Street, 

CRANBROOK  
      
      

Gillamii Centre Opening Times 
Wed, Thurs & Friday: 

9am - 4.30pm 
Mon & Tues - by appointment 

 

General Queries:   Jenna Walliser – NRM Officer 
admin@gillamii.org.au po2@gillamii.org.au 

9826 1234 Mob: 0427 261 234 
  

 Hilary Watterson – Admin and Library   
accounts@gillamii.org.au  

Feral Cat Management 

Throughout 2025, the Gillamii Centre delivered a 
range of on-ground and community-focused actions 
as part of the Improving Feral Cat Management in 
the Kent–Frankland Subregion project, supporting 
healthier landscapes, native wildlife protection and 
productive farming systems. 

A key focus of the year was working directly with 
landholders and community groups to encourage 
coordinated feral cat management across the 
region.  

In 2025, Gillamii sponsored two community feral cat 
and fox shoots at Frankland River and Tunney, 
bringing landholders and community members 
together to take part in responsible, coordinated 
pest control. These events highlighted the value of 
working together across property boundaries to 
manage feral animals more effectively. 

Education and awareness were also a strong focus. 
Gillamii partnered with CLAWS officers to deliver 
school education sessions, helping students 
understand the impacts of feral cats on native 
wildlife and the importance of responsible cat 
ownership. The enthusiastic response from schools 
reflected strong community interest in protecting 
local biodiversity. 

On-ground control efforts were supported through 
contracted feral cat shooting on participating 
properties, alongside the introduction of new 
monitoring technology. In 2025, Gillamii deployed 
AxisTech SMART Traps at multiple sites to better 
understand feral cat activity and improve the 
targeting of future control efforts. This combination 
of monitoring, local knowledge and on-ground 
action strengthens long-term management 
outcomes. 

Looking ahead, Gillamii will continue supporting 
community-led pest management, with three 
community feral cat and fox shoots planned for 
2026 in Tunney, Frankland River and Tenterden. By 
combining education, monitoring and coordinated 
control, Gillamii is helping build a stronger, more 
connected approach to feral cat management 
across the Kent–Frankland subregion. 

This project is supported by The Gillamii Centre and 
the State Government's Feral Cat Management 
Grants Program." 

mailto:Po1@gillamii.org.au
mailto:accounts@gillamii.org.au
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Native Revegetation SALTdeck Guide Now Live! 
 

Gillamii, in partnership with DPIRD and industry experts, is 
excited to announce that the Native Revegetation 
SALTdeck is now live! This practical, on-the-go guide helps 
land managers select the right native species for salt-
affected and waterlogged land in south-west Western 
Australia. 

Designed to support revegetation, improve soil health, 
and boost ecological resilience, the SALTdeck provides 
clear, easy-to-use information on native plants, including 
their salinity and waterlogging tolerance and ecological 
functions. 

The guide is fully integrated into the Saltland Genie 
WebApp, allowing you to access it anytime, anywhere, 
making confident paddock-level decisions easier than ever. 

Check out the SALTdeck Native Revegetation Guide here: 
www.saltlandgenie.com 

This project is proudly supported by the Western 
Australian Government’s State NRM Program. 

https://www.saltlandgenie.com
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NUNIJUP PATCHWORK 
& CRAFT GROUP 

 

Dates for Feb 2026 are Thurs. 5th & 19th 
We begin our days at 10am 

 and finish at 3pm. 
 

We will have the dates for the year in the next Cranbrook 
Newsletter.  For more information,  phone  0467 218 337 

GAIL IN UGANDA 

In the blink of an eye, the festive season is behind us 
and we wonder if the New Year will bring the changes 
we hope for. 

It has been a turbulent and violent start here in my 
adopted country, with the dictator suppressing the 
people and the opposition with arrests, torture and 
murder under a fixed election. 

We have had no communications for weeks, unable to 
access money, power limited and many areas unsafe 
to venture to. Even flying the country flag in protest 
became a crime, and people are targeted and beaten 
for wanting to vote for the opposition.  Ballot papers 
were destroyed and replaced with fraudulent votes 
and now the dictator has his army and police hunting 
down all outspoken voters - killing whole families, 
disappearances and maiming, imprisonment with no 
charges and then boasting about the tally of deaths. 

And like many countries in crisis under dictatorship, 
the rest of the world watches silently. Even Australian 
companies here, with their interest in oil and minerals 
in this country, safely in their walled compounds, have 
not voiced their horror about what is happening on the 
streets right outside their secure gates. 

Shame on them. 

Thankfully we are safe in our little pocket suburb with 
only the occasional armed tank or police convoy 
screaming by. It does mean we stay close to home 

and thankfully we stocked up on food stuffs and 
necessities... no, not piles of toilet paper!! but 
definitely plenty of tea, because I can't start my day 
without a cuppa. 

I’ve been pottering around in my little garden, and 
harvested my first little bowl of mulberries. Benjamin 
couldn't quite understand what I was getting all excited 
about - but I'd walk over hot coals for those little 
beauties. Unfortunately have not had much luck with 
the rose cuttings I took back ... sorry Kerry Rogers .. 
but a couple of geraniums are hanging in there, 
hopefully they will flourish.  

Have been " breaking in" a new relief guard while our 
regular guard returned to his village to build his house 
for his wife. It will be completed within the month, very 
basic - unfired bricks and tin, but she will be a happy 
woman, maybe even giving him another baby for his 
effort! 

Meanwhile, I try to direct our relief in his daily tasks - 
he not understanding a word of English and my 
Lugandan non existent - it's a comedy of errors,  I can 
tell you. 

Hope one and all have had a great start to the year, 
and that we all stay healthy so we can break those 
New Year resolutions one by one ... haha. 

Blessings, 
Gail 
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Happy February Birthdays to… 
1st Chris Wornum 
2nd Arthur Dodson 
4th Julieann Climie 
5th Nati Childs 
 Lachlen Smith 
 Lily Fiegert 
6th Laura Watterson 
8th Jessica McPartland 
 Paneera Howden 
9th Bob Bullock 
10th Bronte Preston 
12th Sam Lehmann 
13th Katrina Kleemann 
15th Ken Gray 
 Buzz Burrell 
 Taylor Dixon 
 Pippa Fiegert 
18th Kelly Oakley 
 Charlotte Williamson 
20th Ryan Pope 
 Shyla Briggs 
21st Viv Jones 
 Harley Wilson 
 Dakota Smith 
22nd Matilda Preston 
23rd Chas Standish 
 Michelle Preston 
26th John Smith 
27th Trish Parsons 
 Lillith Lanigan 
 Jake Smith 
 Gwenda Stone 
 Lincoln Patterson 
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Clinic dates  
 

Tuesday 10th February 

& 

Tuesday 24th February 
 

Please call 9892 1000 and speak to one of our admin 

staff to make your next appointment 

Child Health Clinic Cranbrook 
 

Information for parents about  
child development & behaviour  

 

3
rd

 FRIDAY every month 
 

Appointments  -  9851 1451 
 

Developmental checks recommended at   
6-8 wks, 3-4 mths, 8 mths,  

18 mths and 3 years 

Sincere Sympathy to … 
Polly Smith, Brett , Jodie and Cynthia and 

their families on the death of their 
husband, Dad and Grandad  Ted on the 

2nd January  aged 83. 

Tenterden  
Agricultural  
Institute Inc. 

 

If you’re planning a special event, the Ten-
terden Hall is a versatile space that is availa-

ble for casual and regular group hire.  

For future bookings please contact  
Jodi Williams 0413 997 032  or 

tenterdenagriculturalinstitute@gmail.com  

or drop your info into PO Box 17,  
Tenterden 

Get Well Wishes  
to Rod Taylor who is slowly recovering in RPH 
after a serious accident - everyone’s thoughts 
and prayers are with you Rod and Vicki. 
 

Best wishes to all children (and their 
parents) who are returning to school 
or beginning Kindergarten, Primary 
School, High School,  off to Boarding 
School or University for the first 
time in the next week or so.  

Congratulations to: 
Jess and Theo Cunningham on the 
birth of their son Kip Twynam on the 
3rd November. 

Stacey and Adam Hearn on the birth 
of their daughter Amelia Grace born on the 
12th November. 

Em Haynes and Joe Standish on the birth of 
their son Jack Reuben on the 17th November 
weighing 3.2kg. 

And a very warm welcome to those who have 
come to live in the Shire of Cranbrook for work 
or retirement.  

mailto:tenterdenagriculturalinstitute@gmail.com


19 

 

Cranbrook Newsletter 

A major milestone has been reached at Amaris 
Wildlife Sanctuary with the successful completion of 
Room to Roam Stage 3, celebrated through a 
vibrant community planting day supported by the 
Shire of Cranbrook, proudly marking its 100th year 
(1926–2026).  

The Shire’s centenary sponsorship played a vital 
role in bringing the event to life 
—generously funding the 
catering, ensuring every 
volunteer and worker was 
treated to a beautiful lunch 
after a morning of hard work. 
The gesture added warmth 
and community spirit to a day 
already rich with purpose.  

The planting was made 
possible through an FRRR 
ANZ Seeds of Renewal grant, 
with Benara Nurseries 
delivering all trees free of 
charge, allowing the sanctuary 
to expand its habitat 
restoration efforts far beyond 
what would have otherwise 
been possible. Sanctuary founder 
Maggie said the impact of the day will 
be felt for years to come. “Every tree 
planted today becomes future shelter, 
future shade, and future safety for the 
wildlife in our care,” she said. “For our 
birds, our small critters, and the joeys 
who will one day return to the bush, 
this is the beginning of a true oasis.” 

 Volunteers planted a diverse 
range of native species selected 
to restore habitat, improve 
biodiversity, and strengthen the 
sanctuary’s long-term 
environmental resilience. The 
new plantings will eventually 
provide food sources, nesting 
sites, shade, and safe 
movement corridors for wildlife 
transitioning back into the wild.  

For carers, the event was more 
than a planting day — it was an 
investment in the wellbeing of the animals they 
rehabilitate. Many of the sanctuary’s joeys, birds, 
and small mammals rely on healthy bushland to 
build confidence and survival skills before release. 
“Creating habitat is one of the most powerful things 
we can do,” Maggie said. “These trees will grow into 

the kind of landscape that supports life — not just 
for the animals we care for now, but for generations 
of wildlife to come.”  

The event also highlighted the strength of regional 
partnerships. The Shire of Cranbrook’s centenary 
sponsorship, combined with national grant support 

 and the generosity of Benara 
Nurseries, demonstrated how 
local and national organisations 
can work together to protect and 
restore the environment.  

As the Shire celebrates its 100-
year milestone, the planting day 
stands as a living tribute - a 
celebration not only of history, but 
of the future. The young trees 
now lining the sanctuary grounds 
will grow into a thriving refuge, 
offering shade, shelter, and 
sustenance to countless species.  

 

“It’s a beautiful way to honour the Shire’s 
centenary,” Maggie said. “A gift to the land, 
and a legacy for the next hundred years.” 

Room to Roam Stage 3: Community Planting Day Marks Major Milestone  



20 

 

Cranbrook Newsletter 

As summer temperatures climb across Western 
Australia, the search for water becomes a matter of 
survival for native wildlife. From thirsty birds to 
reptiles and echidnas, many creatures struggle to 
find safe drinking spots. While residents can help by 
leaving water out, it’s important to do so in ways that 
protect animals from predators and prevent 
accidents. 

Bird baths are one of the simplest ways to support 
local birdlife. However, they should be placed high 
enough to be out of reach of cats and dogs. Elevated 
baths give birds a safe vantage point, allowing them 
to drink and bathe without fear. Adding banksia 
cones to bird baths is a clever, eco‑friendly trick that 
has recently gained attention. The cones absorb 
water and provide a textured surface where bees 
and small birds can perch and sip safely. Unlike 
smooth bowls, which can be slippery or dangerous, 
banksia cones act like natural sponges, reducing the 
risk of drowning for smaller creatures. 

For ground‑dwelling animals such as reptiles and 
echidnas, shallow troughs or bowls at ground level 
are more suitable. These should be placed in shaded 
areas to keep water cool and refreshed. To prevent 
accidents, always add sticks, rocks, or ramps inside 
the container. This simple step ensures that small 
animals, including lizards or insects, can climb out if 
they fall in. Without escape routes, even shallow 
water can become a trap. 

Predator safety is another key consideration. 
Domestic pets, particularly cats, pose a significant 
risk to wildlife visiting water stations. Positioning bird 
baths high and reptile troughs in sheltered corners 

helps reduce encounters. Owners should also 
supervise pets outdoors during peak wildlife activity 
times, such as dawn and dusk. 

Providing water is not just about hydration. It also 
supports biodiversity by encouraging pollinators like 
bees. Banksia cones in bird baths are especially 
effective here, offering bees a safe way to drink 
without landing directly on open water. This small 
act contributes to healthier gardens and 
ecosystems, as pollinators are vital for native plants. 

By thinking carefully about placement, design, and 
safety, residents can transform their backyards into 
sanctuaries. A raised bird bath with banksia cones, a 
shaded trough with escape sticks, and mindful pet 
management can make a world of difference. In the 
heat of summer, these simple measures may save 
lives and strengthen the bond between people and 
the wildlife that shares our communities. 

How to Safely Leave Water Out for Wildlife This Summer 

 
We’re looking for 

volunteers!! 
If you’re interested in 

helping out, please send a 
short note with your 

contact details, 
experience, availability 
and areas of interest to:  

mtbarkerwildlifehospital@gmail.com 
 

We’re starting to compile our volunteer list  
and would love to hear from you. 
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FINANCIAL 
COUNSELLING 

SERVICES  
 

 

Please phone Justine 9851 2611 
Tuesdays and Fridays  

(or leave a message through the week). 
 

 

Financial Counsellor Accreditation Number 00159. 
Financial Counselling is a FREE SERVICE 

run by Anglicare WA a not for profit organisation. 

 

St Oswald’s Anglican 
Church, Cranbrook 

 

Service Dates and Times 

FEBRUARY 

  1st 10am Combined Parish Service 
      at St. Mildreds, Tenterden  
      followed by Annual Meeting 
      and shared lunch. 
  8th 10am Morning Prayer 
  15th 10am Holy Communion 
  22nd    10am Morning Prayer 

 Please feel welcome to join us on a Sunday 
and stay for a cuppa following the Service 
 

Contacts:  
Rev. Genevieve Milnes  -  0410 303 358 
Jan Pope  - 0417 981 264 
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 Cranbrook  
Frankland River  
Baptist Church 

 
Our Services are: 
 Sunday Service: 10.00 am 

 Home-groups and young people’s Bible 
study:    mid-week 

 
Secretary:   Michelle Preston  0448 660 606  

Kaffe 107 
 

Opening Hours 

Mon to  
Thurs -   6.00am to 4pm 

Fri -  6.00am to 4.00pm 

Sat -  8.00am to 2.00pm 

Sun -  Closed 
 

 Breakfast / Lunch & Takeaways 

 Mon to Thurs - we take bookings for 
evening meals - please phone 

 Catering - please phone us to discuss 
your catering needs for any special 
occasion 

Phone Orders -  

0460 784 902 

Shoeboxes – Operation 
Christmas Child 

Now can be a great time to start gathering a few 
things together for the Shoeboxes, that we pack in 
September. 

There can be real bargains to be had with, exercise 
books 20cents, pencil cases 10 cents, these are 
just a couple of the bargains to be had! Often T-
Shirts, Shorts and even caps are out very 
reasonably! 

Often at this time of the year they are changing over 
stock and are getting rid of things quite reasonably, 
so keep an eye out. 

It’s great to get organised early, it’s good to be able 
to collect some goods over the months.     

Thanks everyone for supporting this wonderful 
project that supports children who most probably 
have never received a Christmas gift! 

Any queries, please give me a ring. 

Thanks again to the many who contribute to this 
project. 

Lorraine Preston  0429982680 
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Make a difference for your 
community. 

Become an ambulance volunteer 
Supporting your Cranbrook community is one of 
the best ways to get to know it.  Join a social, 
inclusive and committed team, and you’ll be 
surprised by the friendships you’ll make, which 
can be as rewarding as the good you’re doing for 
your town. 

 Full training provided in a friendly, supportive 
environment 

 No medical experience required - all you need to get 
started is a Police Check, a clean driver’s licence, and a 
can-do attitude 

 Not all callouts are emergencies - help with routine 
patient transport 

 Commit to shifts to suit your schedule - a minimum of 60 
hours per annum 

 Uniforms and ambulance cover provided free of charge 
 

Your next move 
If this sounds like something you’d like to explore, visit   
stjohnchangelives.com.au or call St John Cranbrook on 
0429 904 652 or email  
cranbrrook.chair@stjohnwa.com.au 

 

St John Ambulance 
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CRANBROOK KNIT & 
STITCH 

 

Thursday’s 10am till 2pm at The 
Hub 

BYO lunch ~ coffee and biscuits are 
always available 

 

If you’re new to the district and 
would like to join us, please feel very 

welcome to come along - even just 
for a coffee & chat 

Enquires to Chris  

0404 267 424  

Pam Strauss [1933 – 2025] 
Pam passed away in the early hours of the 28th 
October with her dog Penny by her side. 

Pam was born in Cottesloe, WA in 1933.  Married 
Straussie in South Africa in 1955 and moved the 
family to Cranbrook in 1974. The family moved to 
various houses around Cranbrook & Tenterden, 
before buying the old Police Station in Gordon 
Street.  Her love of colour and art was evident with 
her painting the house bright orange.  

All animals were her friend and her concern for them 
was deep. She fed the birds in the back yard. She fed 
the sheep at the corner house. She rescued many 
lambs, goats, birds, cats, dogs, horses, kangaroos & 
other furry creatures. 

Her garden was her happy place, where she spent 
many hours planting, weeding & finessing her 
flowers and cuttings.  She had the eye of a magpie 
for anything blue and white, and her house was full 
of blue & white objects collected from happy shared 
visits to op shops.   

Pam was stubborn and independent and watching 
Deal or No Deal right up until the very end.  She was 
a dignified lady who always took care of her 
appearance and made sure she had her lipstick on, 
hair combed and a pretty necklace around her neck. 
She enjoyed her jaunts with the ladies on the bus 
around the countryside and her weekly outings to Mt 
Barker, ending with a cuppa at Nicks Café. 

Thank you to Jodie for the many years of friendship & 
support;  walking to the shop to buy the Saturday 
paper, helping to choose shows to watch from the 
TV guide, scrabble games and being a helping hand 
whenever needed. 

Many thanks to Judy who’s gentle friendship and 
being up for a chat delighted Pam at any time of the 
day. Their shared love of horses and spending time 
together was a very fond memory. 

Thank you to everyone who visited, phoned or 
passed on messages in her last weeks. It meant a lot 
to her.  Thank you to Anika, Rowey and Liggia from 
the Palliative Care team who allowed Pam to fulfil 
her final wish to die at home. 

Pam will be greatly missed by Ellie her sister, her 
family, her friends, her grandchildren, great grandson 
and of course all of the animals who were lucky 
enough to have been cared for by her. 

Peta Shepherd (Strauss) 



23 

 

Cranbrook Newsletter 

CRANBROOK  
RED CROSS 

The first Red Cross meeting to welcome in our New 
Year will be on the 5th March at 1.30pm at The 
Hub.  You are all welcome for a chat, catch up on 
news and a cuppa. 

Have you thought about donating 
blood?  The demand for blood is 
always high so please ring Lifeblood 
and book your appointment.   

In Albany, the Clinic is open at the Albany Health 
Campus (131 495) on: 

 Tuesday / Wednesday 11am to 7pm 
 Thursday 7am until 3.30pm 

Congratulations to Bess O’Neill who has been a 
member of the Cranbrook Red Cross for 30 years.  
Thank you Bess for your contribution to Red Cross 
and the Cranbrook community. 

Recipe from Healthy Foods: 

Lamb and vegetable noodle stir fry  
400g pkt fresh rice noodles 

½ teasp vegetable oil 
400g lean lamb fillet thinly sliced diagonally 
125g baby corn 
1 red capsicum cut in thin strips 
150g sugar snap peas 
4 spring onions thinly sliced 
3 tablsp sweet soy sauce 

¼ cup chicken stock 
 
Cook noodles and drain 
Bruch pan or wok with oil, heat on high 
Cook lamb for 2 minutes or until browned 
Remove meat from pan and 
Add corn, capsicum, peas to pan and stir fry for 1 
minute. 
Add spring onion and cook 1 more minute. 
Add stock and sauce, cover and cook until vegies 
are tender. 
Return lamb and noodles to wok, cook for 2 
minutes or until heated through. 
Serve 
 

CRANBROOK   
COMMUNITY  

SENIORS’  LUNCH 
 
Welcome back for 2026.   

If you are aged 60 or more, you are welcome to 
attend the lunches every Friday at 12 noon at 
the Hub. 

A two course meal is $6. 

Some days there will be Bingo, Craft, Bus trips, 
Guest speakers, once-a-month Book Club, Gym 
on a Thursday etc. 

A huge thank you to the lunch volunteers for 
your assistance to provide the meals. 
 

Roster Feb   6 Bernie and Jodie 
  13 Robyn and Colleen 
                      20 Pam and Amanda 
                      27 BENDIGO BANK 
 Mar   6 Hilary and Perin with a visit   
   from an author 
 

The lunch group would welcome any new 
members of our community to join us for lunch.   

 

Contact Bernie 0407 261 123 or  
Pam 0417 962 805 for further information  

CRANBROOK  
MUSEUM  

 
 
 

Roster Feb - Bernie 
 Mar - Ronnie 

 

Please call 0407 261 123 if you 

would like to visit the Museum. 

MOUNT BARKER 

 

 

 
 

Please note that HWY Hair Studio will 
be open Monday to Friday  

by appointment. 
(but closed Wednesdays)  

0429 308 812 
Thank you,  Danelle 
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Unit 1,   2 Barnesby Dr 
Albany   WA   6330 
08  6156  4358 
albany@narpynlaw.com.au 

Sarah Wright      Principal 

Ella Sarre      Senior Associate 

Jenny Abbey      Senior Associate 

Rebecca Eaton       Conveyancer 

Estate Planning. 

Property & 

Commercial Law. 

Conveyancing. 

Firstly happy New Year everyone. 

Winston Churchill is quoted as saying ‘Attitude is a little 
thing that makes a big difference’. Attitudes towards life, 
challenges and beliefs held can be altered and, in some 
cases, should be altered to reflect what is happening at 
that moment. But usually aren’t. 

Our attitudes are influenced by our beliefs. Our beliefs 
stem from observing our world from the time we can 
walk. What we hear and see result in ourselves adapting 
to our own attitudes to conform, fit in. We accept this 
attitude is the correct way to react so we meet our 
perceived expectations of who we should be. What 
society says is right. So often this is at the expense of 
who we really are. We accept these learnt behaviours 
and when we are in a challenging situation we react 
accordingly.  

Learnt behaviours are shaped from the past generations, 
societal beliefs, family values and what our Culture we 
are born into expect. Some behaviours are important so 
that we treat each other with respect and in a morally 
acceptable manner. But not all learnt behaviours 
historically perceived as correct are correct. The idea that 
we learn from an early age, especially as young boys, 
what a ‘real man’ is has resulted in a silent crisis, an 

instilled belief that to speak about strong emotions is a 
weakness. Nothing could be further from the truth but as 
an auto pilot response it is rarely challenged by the 
individual. This is not unique to men, women also are 
wired by their own personal learnt behaviours, and some 
do the same.  

Learnt automatic response or beliefs can be challenged 
and the attitude, we take changed. We can all be agents 
of change. Asking for help when not feeling OK should 
be an automatic accepted reaction. Not something to fear 
judgement from. Changing our attitude that asking for 
help takes strength. Asking RUOK also takes strength. 
Openly encouraging others to seek help sets a very 
positive example to others. We can be a part of breaking 
down the stigma one person at a time by setting an 
example  displaying and encouraging a more accurate 
belief and attitude.  

If a new attitude is adapted now and that small child sees 

hears and learns that asking for help is being strong then 

the learnt attitude becomes an automatic way to respond. 

We each can start this change today changing the crisis 

of silence, breaking down the stigma one person at a 

time our attitude making a big difference. 

Rural Aid Australia  -  Roger Hitchcock   

Counsellor & Community Representative West Australia based in Narrogin 
(Wagin and Surrounding Region) 
M: 0460 310 661 |P: 07 3153 4656 |E: roger.hitchcock@ruralaid.org.au 
Head Office : 1300 327 624 / Mental Health and Counselling Line 1300 175 594 

mailto:roger.hitchcock@ruralaid.org.au
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THE POSTAGE STAMP 
“The one place you are always greeted with a friendly smile” 

Post Office &  Bill-Paying facilities 
 

MASTERCARD, VISA & BANKCARD ACCEPTED 
ONLINE BANKING—GIO POST—EFTPOS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

We’re able to provide services from 
All Banking / Financial Institutions 
Dept. Of Transport for Vehicle Reg. 

Renewals 
Gun License Applications 
National Police Clearances 

Infringement Notices 
 

Opening Hours:  
Monday - Friday 
9am to 12.30pm 
1.30pm to 5pm  

 

 Phone:  9826 1031 

Key Cutting 
Toys    Manchester  
Gifts & Glassware 

Novelties  Jewellery 
Souvenirs  

Photocopying 
Laminating 

GIFT CARDS AVAILABLE 
FOR VARIOUS STORES  

 
Cranbrook 

We are looking for a Rural Products Sales 
Representative to join the growing team on a 

permanent, full-time basis. 
 

As an Elders Rural Products Sales Representative, 
your expert product knowledge and customer service 
skills will enable you to build and maintain strong 
relationships with clients, including finding new 
opportunities for them to explore. Supported by the 
Elders network, you will be provided with the tools 
necessary for you to grow in your career.  
 

Responsibilities  
Building and maintaining strong relationships with 

clients, recommending the Elders range of 
products and services that will strengthen the 
growth of their business. 

Proactively source new business to achieve KPI’s 
and targets. 

Supporting inventory management, including in 
stocktake and dispatch. 

Processing sales and performing sales quotes. 
 

About you  
Comfortable and thrive in a collaborative working 

environment. 
Passionate about effecting real change for both 

your clients and your community. 
Technical seasonal and rural products knowledge 

to support clients. 
A proven track record in sales, including retail 

skills. 
An ability to provide a high level of customer 

service and cultivate relationships with current 
and future clients. 

Have a driver’s license. A forklift license is 
preferred however we can support you to 
obtain one. 

 

About Elders 
As a trusted Australian agribusiness, we have played 
an important role in the agricultural sector for 185 
years. Our expansive network across Australia offers 
links to markets, tailored advice and specialist 
knowledge across a range of products and services, 
including farm supplies, agronomy, livestock, wool, 
grain, finance, insurance, and real estate. 
We are committed to a sustainable and prosperous 
future for rural and regional communities and creating 
value for all stakeholders in the agricultural supply 
chain, across both Australian and international 
markets. 
Elders is for Australian agriculture and we are now 
looking for the next generation to be part of 
something big and drive the future of Elders. 
If you are ready to grow your career with Elders, 

please contact Elders Cranbrook on  
0898 262500 or email  

daniel.barbour@elders.com.au 
For more information visit our careers page.  

The “Parts of Speech” Poem 
 

Every name is called a noun, 
As field and fountain, street and town. 
 

In place of noun the pronoun stands, 
As he and she can clap their hands. 
 

The adjective describes a thing, 
As magic wand or bridal ring. 
 

The verb means action, something done, 
As read and write and jump and run. 
 

How things are done the adverbs tell, 
As quickly, slowly, badly, well. 
 

The preposition shows relation, 
As in the street or at the station. 
 

Conjunctions join, in many ways, 
 Sentences, words, or phrase and phrase. 
 

The interjection cries out, “Hark!, 
I need an exclamation mark!” 
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local carrier providing freight services for 

Livestock 7 deck pocket train 

Wool forklift supplied loading 

General weekly trips ex Perth 

Bulk grain, lime, fertiliser 

Float tri-axle drop deck 

 widening float 

Pilot licensed oversize pilot 

Bear & Kristy 
M: 0427 785 225  
E: admin@cbkhaulage.com.au 

 

 PALLET RECYCLING  
PINE PALLETS WANTED  

CBK HAULAGE 
for collections  
0427 785 255  

Or drop pallets to  

  
 
 

$5 from each suitable pallet will be  
donated to the  

Cranbrook Men’s Shed or the Cranbrook P&C  

Cranbrook  

 

Cranbrook Newsletter 



27 

Trades, Services & Businesses Pages 

 

Grading Contractor 
 

Drainage, etc., Laser Level Equipped,   
Catchments, Firebreaks, Roads,  

Compaction Roller 
 

Bob Parsons 
 

Phone : 98 532 071  
Mob:  0457 532 071  

 

Cranbrook Newsletter 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are a family run business from Mount 
Barker 

Joanne, Shane and Blake McFarlane all 
work together along with our wonderful 

team of shearers, wool-pressers, rousies 
and woolclassers 

We can service from South Stirling to 
Frankland, Albany to Kojonup and 

everywhere in between and possibly further 
if need be 

If we can help with any of your shearing 
needs and you would like to work with a 
friendly, clean and drama free team then 

give us a call 

Blake McFarlane 0407 111 413 

Shane & Joanne McFarlane 0429 114 778 

(Joanne) 
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We stock Air-con parts for -  
 John Deere, CASE,  

New Holland and more. 

 
 

 

Give us a call and 
have the workshop 

come to you 

  

Ken & Leanne Gibson 
Ph/Fax  9851 7242 

Mobile 0427 417 408 

 
 

 
AU 34788 

Check out our  
Ultravision  

Work Lights  
Australian 

Made 

 

Cranbrook Newsletter 
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FREIGHT  
ADVICE NOTE 

  

Toll / IPEC freight  to Cranbrook 
 

Contact Emily Walsh 
0456 200 003 

 

Pick up / Drop off at  
Elders, Cranbrook 

 

Pick up is available during standard Elders Cranbrook 
business hours. 

 

Cranbrook Newsletter 
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Open Monday to Friday 8am - 5pm 

Saturday 8.30am - 12 noon 

PH: 9826 2500 

Daniel Barbour - Branch Manger Teresa Jones - Farm Supplies Sales 
0427 088 296 0898 262 500 
 

Clark Skinner - Company Agent Harrison Barbour - Farm Supplies Sales 
0409 820 263 0898 262 500 
 

James Bee - Senior Agronomist Peter Eddy - Farm Supplies Sales 
0419 719 213 0898 262 500 
 

David Treeby - Real Estate Craig Anning - Insurance 
0427 448 756 0429 088 110    

 

Cranbrook Newsletter 

EC 16998  
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Everyone is welcome at the Club to enjoy a chat, a drink 
and a meal, a game of pool or darts or a roll of bowls 
(weather permitting).  
The Club is available for hire for functions including 
birthdays, weddings, funerals, meetings etc.  Contact Gail, 
Club Secretary  0472 517 220. 

 

To Elijah and Sandy Graham for the Karoake 
Night on NYE - it was a great night enjoyed by 
everyone who was there. 

The Australia Day breakfast was very enjoyable.  Thank 
you to the Shire of Cranbrook for some 
funding for this event which also celebrated 
the Shire of Cranbrook’s 100th year  - 1926 to 
2026. 

CORPORATE / COMMUNITY BOWLS 
Sponsored by the Shire of Cranbrook will 
commence on FRIDAY FEB 6th for 5 
weeks. 

If you would like to play, make a team of 4 and enter to 
Bernie (0407 261 123).    We always look forward to a fun 
few weeks and this event is open to non-bowlers as well 
as bowlers.  The Club opens at 5.30pm, bowls begin at 
6pm and food is on sale following the bowls. 
If you cannot make a team, still come along as most 
nights extras are needed and very welcome. 
 

BOWLS & PENNANTS UPDATE 
The Ladies are in 4th place and the Men are 
in 6th place. 

The men played their Singles Championships sponsored 
by CBK Haulage over the 17th/24th January.  The Final 
was between John Turner and Ian Pope with Ian being the 
winner.  Congratulations Ian. 

The Cranbrook team of Susan, Trish, Neva and Tina 
played in the League Fours at Denmark on the 17/18th 
January and then Susan, Trish, Gail and Tina played in the 
Kojonup 2 day carnival on the 22/23rd January, coming 
home in 3rd Place. 

The winners of the Championship Triples sponsored by 
Strathmore were Trish, Neva and Norma. 

The winner of the Handicap Singles sponsored by Neva 
was Sandy Lehmann, with runner-up Dot Kleemann. 

Congratulations to Gail, Tina and Trish who have been 
chosen to play in the IRLL Fours in Kulin in February. 

The Elders Open Mixed Fours day will be held in 
Cranbrook on Sunday 15th February. 

Thank you to the Tambellup Cranbrook Community Bank 
for the sponsorship of one of the steps for the green.  
These are making it easier for the bowlers to get on and 
off the green. 

Social bowls is also being played each Thursday evening 
at 4.30pm , bowlers practicing for Pennants and non-
bowlers wanting to have an easy introduction to the game 
- everyone is very welcome. 

 

CRANBROOK SPORTING 
CLUB 

 

Open on Thursdays from 5pm with 
meals on sale from 6 – 8pm  

From the Sports ‘Archives’ ….  
The following excerpt is taken from an article written for The 
Weekender - April 25, 2013  by Slim Lehmann. 
 

Intriguing lawn bowls finals 

The Men’s Great Southern League events held over the past 
two weekends resulted in some very close games of lawn 
bowls. 

Last week the Singles and Fours were played on the Mt Barker 
greens and there was an intriguing conclusion. 

In the Fours, Denmark were clear winners in Box A, but it was 
a different story for Box B where scores were extremely close. 

Going into the last qualifying game, Cranbrook were 28 shots 
behind Mt Barker but amazingly, Mt Barker were beaten 27-2 
while Cranbrook won by two shots.  This resulted in both Clubs 
finishing plus six shots. 

But with “guru rules man” Kevin Williams on hand, the 
percentages were soon worked out.  The result was Cranbrook 
had 1.0983 and Mt Barker 1.097 putting Cranbrook to play 
Denmark in the Final. 

After the first three ends of the final, Denmark led 10-0, and 
with gun skipper Kiwi Nicholls full of confidence, the game 
seemed over. 

Cranbrook started to fight back at this point, scoring several 
singles with Murray Pope getting on top of the Denmark leader 
Bluey who had started in red hot form. 

Sean Morgan (second), John Barden (third) and skipper Rob 
Webb followed suit and after nine consecutive ends, they led 
13-10 in a great fightback. 

Cranbrook held on during the pressure last three ends to win 
14-13, not having to play their last bowl. 
  

Thanks to Slim who has a treasure trove of sporting  
articles we’ll tap into from time to time. 
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FEBRUARY 2026 CALENDAR 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

1 2 
Recycling 

3 
 

Vet Clinic 

4 5 
Mens Shed 

 
Nunijup P/work 

 
 

6 
Seniors 
Lunch 

7 
 

8 
Tenterden 
Tennis 
Mens’ 
Sunday 
Session 

9 
 

10 
 

Drs Visit 
 

Vet Clinic 

11 12 
Mens Shed 

 
 

13  
 

Seniors 
Lunch 

14 

15 16 
Recycling 

17 
  

Vet Clinic 
 

18 
Shire 

Council 
Meeting 

 

19 
B/fast in the 

Brook 

Mens Shed 

Nunijup P/work 

Driving Tests 

NDIA Bus 

20 
Seniors 
Lunch 

21 
 

22 
 

23   MARCH 
 

 

24 
Drs Visit 

Vet Clinic 

 

25 
Kids Safe @ 

Frankland River 

26 
Renewable 

Energy Forum 
 

Mens Shed 

27 
Seniors 
Lunch 

Kids Safe @ 
Cranbrook 
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March 1 2  
Recycling 

3 
 
 

Vet Clinic 

4 
 

5 

Red Cross 

6 
 

World Day 
Of  

Prayer 

7 
 

ST JOHN AMBULANCE 
 

For all Sub-Centre  
enquiries please contact: 

 

Chairperson:  Anne Parsons - 0429 904 652 

Secretary:    Anne Humble - 0438 930 229 

Treasurer: Tracy Wilson - 0427 325 907 
 

IN AN EMERGENCY 

DIAL   0 0 0 

Emergency Police, Fire, Ambulance 000 

Cranbrook Police  6801 3840 
Crime Stoppers   1800 333 000 

Cranbrook Shire Office   9826 1008 

Cranbrook Shire emergency  0418 759 598 

Doctor Mt Barker 9892 1000 

Hospital Mt Barker 9892 1222 

Hospital Albany  9892 2222 

Free after hours GP service  1800 call a doc 

Free Health Navigator Telehealth Service 

   1300 650 803 

Poisons Info Centre   13 11 26 

Chief Fire Control Officer   0407 261 005 

Southern Agcare 9827 1552 

LifeLine 13 11 14 

Beyond Blue 1300 22 4636 

Vet Mt Barker 9851 1177 

FREQUENTLY CALLED  
EMERGENCY NUMBERS 

Newsletter 


