
2023/2024
RATES AND BUDGET 

NEWSLETTER

FROM THE SHIRE PRESIDENT
This 2023-2024 Annual Budget has been one of the most challenging
in many years. Our local economy is still facing rising costs, primarily
due to skyrocketing construction costs in response to global supply
chain pressures and Federal and State Government induced
infrastructure stimulus. Managing these increases whilst maintaining
a consistent level of service delivery for our residents and ratepayers is
something our Council has taken into consideration on its journey
towards a balanced budget. Over the last ten years rate increases
have been modest and this has in turn weakened our rate base as the
value of money decreases and costs increase. 

On a more positive note, with cost factors starting to unwind, growth
in our costs have begun a path back towards the long-term average.
However, the real costs faced by us as a local government will stabilise
at a new high and are not expected to return to pre-pandemic levels.

The 7% increase in Rate Revenue for both GRV (Gross Rental Value)
and UV (Unimproved Value) translates to an increase of $190,000 in
the Council’s budget. 

With Local Government sustainability being a continued focus, a
strong Rate revenue base will enhance Council’s ability to continue
providing quality services to the Shire of Cranbrook community into
the future. The 2023/24 operational considerations taken into account
in recommending this rate increase include the March Quarter CPI
(Perth) increase of 5.8%, an increase in staff costs of 5.75% (base
increase) in line with the national minimum wage increase, and
overall insurance premium expense increase of 21% due mainly to
unfavourable local and global risk conditions and an increase of 7.5%
in street lighting. There will be further employee costs outside the
base increase as both the Shire’s Outside and Inside Staff Enterprise
Bargaining Agreements are in the process of renewal.
 

UV land valuations as set by the Valuer General (State Government)
has increased by an average overall of 23.49% across the district
reflecting the increased value of land following recent sales, and the
rates calculation of cents in the dollar has been adjusted downwards
to avoid the impact of such a big increase in valuation.  A short flow
chart of this process is included in this brochure.
Cr Phil Horrocks 
SHIRE PRESIDENT

2023/2024 BUDGET HIGHLIGHTS

Cranbrook and Frankland River e-Waste infrastructure (DWER
funding) 
Unicup Hall water tank for firefighting (FPC funding) 
Cranbrook Airstrip gravel sheeting (RAP funding) 
Frankland River dual use footpaths (WABN and LRCI 4A funding) 
Cranbrook Community Hub shade structure for daycare/
playgroup (LRCI 4A funding) 
Frankland River pathways connecting playground and caravan
park (LRCI 4A funding) 
Frankland River Hall major maintenance (LRCI 4A funding) 
Sealing of Hardy Road, Rubbish Tip Road, and Frankland River
Tip access (LRCI 4B funding) 

Regional Road Group $720k 
Roads to Recovery $486k 
Commodity Route $100k

Council has secured grant funding of $591k and contributed $65k of
its own source revenue, for the following projects: 

 
Council’s road construction program of $1.7m partially funded by: 



Rates - $3.09M

Interest Earnings - $147k

Profit on Asset Disposals - $149k

Grants, Subsidies & Contributions - $528k

Other Revenue - $123k

Fees & Charges - $439k

Capital Grants, Subsidies & Contributions - $4.17M

WHERE WILL THE MONEY BE SPENT IN 2023/2024
Recreation

and Culture 
 $1.2M

Other Property
and Services 

 $102K

Governance
$780K

Law Order
and Public

Safety $640K

General
Purpose

Funding $122K

Transport $2.6M

Community
Amenities 

 $851K

Housing  $74K

Economic
Services $638K

Education and
Welfare  $190K

Health Services
$66K

2023/2024
OPERATING
INCOME
BREAKDOWN

Shire of Cranbrook Administration Office
19 Gathorne Street Cranbrook
Phone: (08) 9826 1008
Email: admin@cranbrook.wa.gov.au 
Website: www.cranbrook.wa.gov.au 
Mail: PO Box 21, Cranbrook WA 6321
Office Hours: 8:30am – 4:00pm Monday – Friday

HOW ARE MY RATES CALCULATED?

EMERGENCY SERVICES LEVY (ESL)
The Shire collects this Levy on behalf of the Department of
Fire and Emergency Services (DFES) to fund fire and
emergency services across the State. The annual ESL charge
for 2023-2024 is $98.00.

PENSIONERS AND SENIORS
If you hold a current Pensioner Concession Card, State
Seniors Card or a Commonwealth Seniors Health Card, you
may be eligible to receive a concession on your rates. To
register, please contact the Water Corporation on 1300 659
951 or go to www.watercorporation.com.au 

FINANCIAL HARDSHIP
If you are unable to pay your rates by the due date, or are
unable to make instalment amounts, contact our Rates
Officer on 08 9826 1008 to make alternative arrangements.

New Pumptrack Instal 

Frankland River Entry
Statements

RATES INCENTIVE PRIZES
Did you know? If you choose to pay your rates in full with the
single instalment option, you will automatically go into the
drawn to win one of three prizes! Simply pay your rates in full
on or before 4pm 6 September 2023. 

First Prize     -     $1,000
Second Prize  -  $300
Third Prize     -    $200 donated by Bendigo Bank 

STEP 1 STEP 2 STEP 3
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