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MINUTES OF THE SENIORS’ ADVISORY GROUP 
MEETING HELD ON 

FRIDAY 7 FEBRUARY 2020  
AT 10:00am 

AT THE CRANBROOK REGIONAL COMMUNITY HUB 
 

1. DECLARATION OF OPENING 
The Chairperson declared the meeting open at 10.03am 

2. RECORD OF ATTENDANCE/APOLOGIES  
 
Peter Northover Shire of Cranbrook - Chief Executive Officer / Chair 
Samantha O’Neill Shire of Cranbrook – Community Development 

Officer 
Peter Slater Councillor 
Teresa Lawson Frankland River Community Centre (FRCC) Manager 
Jenny Shaw Cranbrook 
Judy Binet Cranbrook 
Robert Andrew Tenterden  
Bess O’Neill Cranbrook 
Adrian Bridge Frankland River 
June Roberts  Frankland River 

 
Apologies 
Nil 

 
Visitors 

                Nil  
 

3. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
Moved: Robert Andrew     Seconded: Jennifer Shaw 
That the Minutes of the meeting held on 11 October 2019 be confirmed as a true and 
accurate record. 

 
4. BUSINESS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 

 
4.1 Community Bus Step 

The Shire has investigated the possibility of installing a permanent step on the 
buses, but it would require engineering and would be quite costly. For the 
foreseeable future the Shire will continue to use the portable fitness steps.  
 
Discussion  
The Shire CEO mentioned that this matter had been raised at an executive 
management meeting, where it was decided that consideration would be given 
to replacing the Cranbrook bus with a slightly larger bus (possibly 18 seater) and 
that this bus would be equipped with an in-built step. This would be discussed 
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with Council as part of the 2020-2021 budget process. 
This information was noted by the Seniors’ Advisory Group (SAG).   

 
4.2 Independent Living Units (ILU) and Staff Housing  

The CEO provided an update on the progress of the Independent Living Units 
and the staff house.  It was noted that the project is progressing well and that 
completion date is still scheduled for 31 March, 2020.  
 
Discussion 
This update was noted by the SAG.  

 
4.3 Tenterden Tennis Club – Defibrillator Installation 

It was noted that the Shire had arranged for the installation of the defibrillator 
at the Tenterden Tennis Club.  
 
Discussion 
The SAG thanked the Shire for completing this work. 

 
4.4 Queries Sheet 

After discussion with Laura Adams (the previous manager at the Frankland River 
Community Resource Centre (FRCRC)) it was agreed that the FRCRC would look 
into developing a queries sheet for the SAG Group as raised by J Roberts at the 
December meeting. 
 
Discussion 
The new Manager of the FRCRC, Teresa Lawson, indicated that the FRCRC would 
be more than happy to generate a queries sheet, and that she would discuss this 
further with June Roberts after the meeting.  

 
5. GENERAL BUSINESS  

 
5.1 Digital Learning Funding – Frankland River Community Resource Centre 

T Lawson spoke to the Digital Learning and Funding Programs available to the 
Shire. Unfortunately, due to lack of statistics kept on hand, the FRCRC is 
ineligible to apply for the next Be Connected funding round, but should the 
center be able to collect some data, they would be able to make application to 
any subsequent funding round.  
 
Discussion 
It was agreed that the group would seek out names and details of previous 
digital learning session participants and ask that the participants contact the 
FRCRC to assist Teresa in collecting all the correct data from previous programs 
so applications for future programs could be made. 
 

5.2 Trucks on Grantham Street 
J Binet mentioned that there had been an increase in trucks using Grantham 
Street recently. The Shire CEO stated that trucks were allowed to use Grantham 
Street if they had obtained the appropriate permit approval (CV17) for local 
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pick-ups and deliveries only. All other heavy vehicles are not authorised to use 
this access route. 
 
Action 
The Shire CEO will speak to the local Cranbrook Police and Department of 
Transport to request random spot checks on Grantham Street for trucks to 
ensure that they have obtained the appropriate approvals. 

 
5.3 Business on Grantham Street 

J Binet raised concerns regarding the temporary accommodation on Grantham 
Street, Cranbrook and the noise that was made from the equipment on site in 
the early hours of the morning. Although the early morning noise has stopped 
cease the cessation of Harvest, it was a serious issue for neighbouring residents.  
 
Discussion  
The Shire CEO asked that if it happens again in future, if the Shire could be 
notified so that the owner could be contacted and made aware of this issue.  

 
5.4 My Aged Care Bus 

B O’Neill spoke about the recent changes that she had been made aware of 
through the Commonwealth – My Aged Care program. There are several 
services available through this program such as shopping bus, meal deliveries, 
house calls etc.  
 
Discussion 
J Shaw spoke about the issue of lack of knowledge and awareness around these 
available services. S O’Neill said that the Shire would arrange a meeting with the 
Mount Barker Hospital who run the program and speak with them about what 
is available. Once the Shire has a clear understanding of what is able to be 
offered they would then arrange a time for the My Aged Care providers to 
attend a seniors’ lunch or workshop that seniors would be able to attend and 
raise any queries or issues they had.  

 
5.5 Seniors Awareness in Frankland River 

J Roberts raised concerns regarding seniors in Frankland River and their lack of 
knowledge about the SAG group and what the Shire is able to do for those who 
face social isolation.  

 
Discussion 
S O’Neill stated that the SAG’s next meeting is in Frankland River and before the 
next meeting we could have a morning tea and invite seniors in Frankland River 
to come along, have a chat and even attend the meeting as a guest if they wish.  

 
The Shire CEO and Cr Slater stated that there could be a possibility that the 
FRCRC could look into using the Bus to collect seniors in Frankland River on an 
occasional basis to attend seniors lunches in Cranbrook.  

 
 



Seniors’ Advisory Group Meeting - Minutes 
7 February 2020  
   

 

Action 
The Shire will arrange for a morning tea at the FRCRC before the next SAG 
meeting. The committee was encouraged to promote the open invitation 
amongst seniors throughout the wider community.  

 
5.6 Stay on your Feet 

Cr Slater spoke to the ‘Stay on your Feet’ program being held at the Cranbrook 
Community Men’s Shed on Thursday 5 March 2020. 
 
Discussion 
This information was noted by the SAG 

 
5.7 Mobile Dentist 

R Andrew asked if the Shire knew if there was a mobile dentist that would be 
able to come to the Shire.  
 
Discussion  
S O’Neill stated that there currently are no mobile dentists within the Great 
Southern. The Shire CEO informed the SAG that the RFDS used to have a mobile 
dentist unit, but he was unsure as to whether it was still in operation.  

 
Action 
The Shire CEO would make enquiries to see if a mobile dentist was available for 
regional areas as part of the State health system.  
 

5.8 Cranbrook Defibrillators 
J Shaw asked why the Cranbrook Regional Community Hub defibrillator was 
located inside the Hub instead of outside and could the Shire look at placing it 
on the outside. 
 
Discussion 
S O’Neill stated that there was defibrillator located at the Cranbrook Community 
Men’s Shed and the Cranbrook Sporting Club as well as a mobile one at the Shire 
of Cranbrook Administration Office.  
 
The main reason for the Cranbrook Community Hub defibrillator being located 
on the inside of the building was because the majority of the Hub functions were 
on the inside of the building and it was needed to be able to be easily accessed 
by gym users, doctors and seniors etc.  
 
This information was noted by the SAG.  

 
6. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting of the Seniors’ Advisory Group Meeting will be held on Friday 3 
April 2020 at 10:00am at the Frankland River Community Centre. 
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7. CLOSURE OF MEETING 
There being no further business to discuss, the Chairperson declared the meeting 
closed at 11.08am. 
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